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Calendar for 2017:
Apr 14-16 - Yellow Fest

May 19-21 - Burger Burn

Jun 9-11 - June Dinner Dance

July 3 - Poulsbo Fireworks Raft Up

July 26-27 - Summer Rendezvous Sept 1-4 - Purple Passion Cruise
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Commodore’s Corner By Colin Shannon-Garvey

Yellow Fest

Yellow Fest Cruise Hosts
The world didn’t end on March 6 this
year but our association with McCormick and Schmick’s did, with a phone
call that they had closed both their
downtown and Lake Union Restaurants; that is they were closed, not going to be closed. This was exactly two
days short of one year when Anthony’s
informed us of their shutdown but we
were able to have our last dinner
meeting there before they closed.
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Race Chair
Bell Harbor Cruise Rpt

Past Commodore
Bell Harbor Cruise Rpt

Imm. Past Commodore
Quartermaster Report

The Board members’ team from last year quickly went into
action following the Tuesday Board meeting. We talked to
Ivar’s on Lake Union, who was the runner-up last year, and
they graciously agreed to host the March meeting. We will
meet with Ivar’s next Tuesday to hammer out a contract. Last year their requirement for a minimum payment
exceeded what we could agree to and that is why they were
not chosen, but for the March event they have agreed to
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waive that. We have some new options to review but all the
other restaurants from last year were far too expensive or the
venue was not suitable.
I look forward to seeing you at Ivar’s on the 21st; it happens
that it is also Ivar’s birthday celebration so the restaurant will
be busy and the parking lot will fill up, so come early and enjoy
the view from our private dining room.
If you didn’t come to our rendezvous at Bell Harbor you missed
out on a great gathering. The sailors had good winds and the
power boats had a choppy ride but seven boats were safely
snuggled in the protected harbor. Morning Star had a rudder
jam but managed to get into a slip with some assistance from
the dock. Luckily Chris and Harold were able to diagnose the
problem – a jammed autopilot – and all was well. Many more
people arrived by car or bus. On Friday Olele graciously hosted a potluck and the boat was crammed. On Saturday it was
Antares’ turn before dinner, then 31 for dinner at Anthony’s,
followed by scotch and wine tasting on Gallivant. We sure do
know how to party. There are some good photos on our Facebook page.
Later this month we will be planning our Dinner Dance Rendezvous, and April 14 through 16 will be our annual Yellow Fest on
Blake Island.
AJ Mallory, our Web Master, has our new website up and running. I know you will be pleased with the layout and new contents. Check it out and send us your comments and suggestions for additional content. One of our priorities, which I am
really looking forward to, is the ability to make online payments
for membership renewal, racing fees and event fees. We will
also be able to sign up and pay for our dinner meetings.
Cheers,
Colin.
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Next Dinner Meeting: Tuesday March 21, 2017
IVAR’S Salmon House, 401 NE Northlake Way, Seattle
5:30pm Meet and Greet - 7pm Dinner in the Banquet Room

Topic: Sea Trials
Speaker: Wendy Hinman
Come hear about the journey Wendy’s husband took as a 14 year old with his family
in 1973.
“Sea Trials” is a story of their adventures in a 40’ wood sailboat.
They were shipwrecked on a coral reef with a gaping hole in the side of their boat.
Learn how they rebuilt their boat with limited resources while on a reef.
Setting off again they faced wild weather, pirates, gun boats, mines and thieves, plus
pesky bureaucrats and cockroaches as stubborn as this family.
An amazing story of courage and perseverance as they struggled to get home.
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NOTE: New Venue and Deadline for Menu Selections.
The deadline for dinner choices is Wednesday, March 15 at 9:00pm.
IVAR’s Salmon House, 401 NE Northlake Way, Seattle, WA 98105

MENU

Alder Grilled Coho Salmon
Simply grilled, Yukon Gold garlic mashed potatoes, sautéed spinach, charred lemon

Chicken Marsala
Alder Grilled Chicken, Marsala Mushroom Sauce with a side of Polenta, and Asparagus

Ivar’s World-Famous Fish ‘n Chips
Alaska True Cod, coleslaw
Original recipe since 1938!

Penne Pasta Pomodoro
Penne pasta, diced Roma tomatoes, fresh basil, garlic, red chili flake, olive oil, white
wine, Parmesan cheese

Special dietary needs can be accommodated; just let me know.
Note that the deadline for reservations is also the deadline for cancelling a previous
reservation; otherwise you will be charged for the meal.
Please respond with your choices to vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org
Please have your check or cash ready when you arrive. Correct change is
appreciated. Dinner is $35 per person. We cannot accept credit/debit.
Please purchase your drinks in the banquet bar as the receipts count towards our room rental minimums.
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CRUISE REPORT
by
Nancy Kick, Cruise Chair
How is it already March?
We were unable to attend the Bell Harbor Cruise, but heard it was a very fun weekend with all kinds of excitement. We had seven boats and THIRTY ONE people showing up for dinner Saturday night. WOW! That might be a record.
Actually, I think this is only our third year for this particular cruise. From what I understand, members who do a similar weekend downtown during the Holiday Season
“created” it. Why do I mention this? Well, because I want to highlight how new
events and cruises are created. They are created by YOU (yes you!) bringing your
ideas forward to the group. The same is true for our Purple Passion Cruise. Jewels
and Jessie, the queens of all things purple, came up with the idea early last year.
Please let me know if you have any ideas.
Our next cruise is Yellowfest, which will take place on Blake Island over Easter weekend, April 14-16. Please see Sam & Dave Krause’s article for details. Yellowfest is a
very fun event. Most of the “official” activities take place on Saturday with an “Adult”
Easter egg hunt followed by Happy Hour and dinner at the Point Shelter.
I hope everybody received my email with regard to the June Dinner Dance and Salmon Bake. In case you missed it…
The June Dinner Dance will be held on June 10, 2017 at the Brownsville Yacht Club,
which is, not coincidentally, at the Brownsville Marina. In case you aren’t familiar with
it, the YC is the upper floor of the building with the deli and restrooms. We are also
able to reserve a really cool fire pit for Friday night and I’ve heard mutterings about
Saturday afternoon events as well. The whole weekend will be full of fun!
Our first planning meeting will be on March 26, 2017 at our home in Burien. If you
are interested in helping to plan the dinner/dance event itself or any of the weekend’s
activities, please let me know so I can give you directions and specifics (like the
time). If you cannot make this meeting but want to be involved that’s ok too. You can
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email me or call or text. Remember I’m in the roster under Hahn.
Partly because we moved the June Dinner Dance to Brownsville and partly because
Port Orchard is so charming, we have moved the Salmon Bake there. Our beautiful
new website is pretty up to date for the cruises/locations for the year.
I’m looking forward to our upcoming club adventures and seeing you all at Ivar’s on
the 21st.
Cheers!

Yellow Fest
by
Sam and Dave Krause, Yellow Fest Chairs
Ahoy, Ahoy, Ahoy, All you drunken sailors!!!!
Once again it’s time for those crazy, hazy daze of Yellow Fest!!!
The SBYC and Sam and Dave invite you to that all traditional YELLOW FEST.
Come one, come all, and don’t be late, this year the fest is later in April, the weekend
of the 15th. And the more we get there early (in the week), the more dock space we
can grab and allow for rafting. We plan to be there Thursday evening.
Don’t forget to bring fire wood and mini bottles (5/person participating, bottles that
is.) We will have yellow ribbons/pipe cleaners/yarn for your bottles.
The hunt is Saturday at 3:00 pm and we’ll be having a BBQ and pot luck to follow in
the pavilion. (Thank you, Nancy, for being prompt with the reservation!) And some
music until 9:55 PM.
Prizes will be given for various feats, such as best decorated boat, fewest bottles
found, most found, and prize eggs.
Please come and help us celebrate this fine tradition!
For questions, contact Dave at 206-817-4148 or Sam at 206-789-3689 or
sakrause@mac.com.
At Blake Island, we will be monitoring Channel 71 and Ham 147.480 simplex.
(Burgee = Chicken. Hmm, if I show up with a chicken, do I get a new burgee?)

March 2017 Newsletter

Page 7

Race Report
by
Tom Madden, Race Chair
“Snowbird” season nearly complete
March, 2017
It seems like this year winter is just continuing to hang on. I have been trying to do a
woodworking project for a friend, and every time I get a quick break in the weather
(during the weekends of course) it seems to start to rain just as I get the polyurethane out.
The last Snowbird race will be this coming weekend, on Saturday March 18. I hope
we get some warmer weather with just the right amount of wind to make it fun.
There is still time to sign up, and it is only $15 for the race. It is a 2 to 3 hour race
(wind cooperating) so it makes a really good preparation race for the Blakely Rock
Benefit race coming up on April 1. (sponsored by STYC)
For those of you who have been racing already, I know the Center Sound Series #1
and #2 have already occurred, so I just hope your fingers and toes have thawed out
by now.
So what about Snowbird #4 you ask? Yes, we held it. We set a course of Start, West
Point, Spring Beach and back, which is about 11 miles. Given the nice weather and a
decent 10-knot-ish breeze we had to start with, most boats should easily complete
the race in 2 or 3 hours. At least that was the plan. The forecast was for the wind to
build during the day, so that seemed like a good course.
OK, it sounded good, but as the boats rounded West Point, the wind began to die. By
the time the first couple of boats went by it was getting really light in places. We decided to shorten the course by running up to Spring Beach. When we got there and
set the anchor, we were not even sure which way the boat would swing, as the current and the wind were in opposite directions.
Some of the faster boats finished about 2 hours or so after starting, but others were
still way back there. Boats continued to cross the line over the next 3 hours. Most
boats were just ghosting across, some even crossing within seconds of each other for
a sort of slow motion “photo finish”.

March 2017 Newsletter

Page 8

Boats ghosting their way to the
finish line for a shortened course
at Spring Beach Buoy (Near Richmond Beach).
On the left of the image is the
stern of Grayling, with Amorillo in
“hot” pursuit.
After over 4 hours of racing, they
crowded the finish line only a couple minutes apart.
As you can see, nobody was setting any speed records at the end
of this race!

In the end, 19 of 24 boats finished, with nearly every class having a boat that either
gave up or ran out of time.
I am looking forward to spring, summer, and warmer, drier weather! The racing season is nearly here, next month is Blakely Rock, and later in the month the Ballard Cup
begins.
See you out on the water.
Tom Madden
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Bell Harbor Cruise Report
by
Pat Hillis, Past Commodore

A picture of the Seattle Wheel from the foredeck of Olele added a bright spot to
the landscape. The rain had stopped for a while, and the Wheel, bathed in pink
and aqua and green made a beautiful silhouette against the dark sky and a glorious pattern of color on the water.

SBYC WINTER CRUISE PROVES YOU CAN’T
HOLD A GOOD CLUB DOWN!
One of the biggest SBYC cruise crowds ever converted rain, sleet, cold weather and
winds to laughter, camaraderie, good food, light-heartedness, and a fun-filled weekend at Bell Harbor in downtown Seattle. Seven boats, and a total of 31 people who
cruised in by boat or car or bus, proved that even Seattle’s weird winter couldn’t, and
wouldn’t, stop the good times.
Those good times got rolling Friday afternoon as Olele, Antares, Qayaq, Morning Star,
Slow Dance, Gallivant, and Abeona (with Matt Fraser single-handing her) arrived in a
drenching downpour. However, and as usual, people quickly adapted, playing musical
boats and traipsing from one boat to another visiting in good ol’ SBYC style.
Happy hour on Olele became dinner with enough happy appys to more than feed the
initial crowd plus those who ventured to the waterfront by transport other than their
boats. And there was enough food left over to repeat the hour Saturday night on Antares!
Defying the weather predictions for the weekend, Saturday dawned sunny and
bright—almost a spring-like day! A nice, 5-mile walk along Myrtle Edwards Park got
the juices flowing in one group, while another went to a musical lunch at the Pike’s
Place Market and even more just went to the Market itself. And then there was nap-
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time with the biggest attraction being the “snooz-a-matic” on Antares.
Anthony’s at the Harbor provided dinner and did an amazing job of seating 31 people.
For those who haven’t done this cruise before, Anthony’s pretty much assigns one
person to our group, and she did a stellar job of juggling drinks and dinner orders,
getting both out quickly, and then getting the dinner bills to the right couples, singles
and groups.
Following dinner, with the Wheel brilliant in pink and aqua colors and with the city
lights twinkling, an unknown number of people—well, a CROWD—made their way to
Gallivant where Nancy Merson and John Sterry hosted an after-dinner social hour and
drinks. The perfect ending to a perfect day.
By noon on Sunday, everyone had left Bell Harbor in 15-20 knot winds that were accompanied at one point by a pounding sleet storm—but by then, most everyone was
back in port. Except maybe Matt Fraser who has his own story to tell!

You can’t say there isn’t enough variety or quantity of
food for happy hours at an SBYC function. Colin and
John share a seat on Antares (it’s not that Antares is a
small boat, but when you get upwards of 20 people
on club boats, sharing of everything is pretty much a
given.) In actuality, neither wanted to get any farther
than arm’s length from the munchies.
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Fair Winds and Foul
by
Matt Fraser, Past Commodore

Fair Winds and Foul for Bell Harbor
By Ma Fraser
Does anyone know where the love of God goes
When the waves turn the minutes to hours?

--Gordon Lightfoot, The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald

Ok, it wasn’t really all that bad, but Friday certainly seemed to have the potential for
a bit of a blow. Nevertheless, Abeona and I set off from Shilshole in a light breeze,
only to push into the teeth of 20 knots rounding West Point. No worries, it wasn’t
raining, there was no traffic and plenty of sea room, though I did wish for a remote
control for the autopilot so I could have stayed more comfortably under the dodger.
Note to self: add that to the project list.
A text message exchange with Jerry Hillis indicated he was seeing less than five knots
only four miles away, inside the Bell Harbor breakwater, but it sure didn’t feel that
way out in the mouth of the bay.
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Shortly before arriving at Bell Harbor, the wind indeed dropped to nothing, only to be
replaced by a torrential downpour that tested my 20-year-old foulies (yeah, they
soaked through a bit). I ghosted in through the breakwater and eased into the slip
next to Antares, gentle as could be, Jerry standing by to help. A few minutes later,
tied up, hooked up, registered, and (mostly) dry, a welcome glass of wine aboard Olele celebrated my safe arrival and another successful single-handed voyage (albeit under motor).
Carole arrived later, and as you’ve read in Pat’s column, the festivities began in earnest. And, much to everyone’s surprise and delight, Saturday dawned bright and
beautiful.

Almost too beautiful for words, as Carole and I set off in search of an early market
breakfast.
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Café Campagne provided what they claimed was the world’s best French toast. I can’t
speak to that claim, other than to say it was indeed quite good. And, no visit to the
waterfront would be complete without a walk through Pike Place Market .

After all that French toast, we needed to walk it off, and what better way than a hike
out to Myrtle Edwards Park, with a few more iconic Seattle landmark views along the
way.

Breathtaking as the blue skies were, the air was also still quite crisp, so we didn’t go
as far as we might have before turning back toward the marina and the (wonderful,
wonderful) hydronic heater on board.
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A relaxing afternoon, more snacks on Antares, a big party dinner at Anthony’s Bell
Street Diner, more socializing on Gallivant… yes, this was definitely a classic SBYC
cruise!
The fair weather was not to hold, however, as Sunday brought back the grey skies,
intermittent rain, and occasional bursts of wind. Carole departed by bus, and instead
AJ Mallory joined me for the return journey to Shilshole. Once out on Elliott Bay, we
hoisted the main, felt some stronger puffs, thought about a reef...
You know what they say: if you’re wondering whether it’s time to put in a reef, then
it’s time to put in a reef. So, we reefed. We were sailing along pretty well, and I went
forward to shake out an occasionally persistent jam in the headsail furler, when suddenly the wind came on with quite a bit more force.
I looked back at AJ in the cockpit and called out, “You know, I think we’ll do just fine
without the genoa.”
He agreed, and I clambered back to the cockpit to join him.
About this time Olele passed us by, and much as it must have been nice to be inside,
out of the weather, it looked to us as if they were being shaken around by the waves
quite a bit more than we were. Abeona just heeled over to a relatively comfortable
degree and generally stayed there, puffs notwithstanding. Still, when the freezing
sleet slanted into us sideways, finding every crevice between hat and collar, or glove
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and cuff, the advantages of driving from inside were quite apparent. Winter sailing indeed!
Sleet be damned, we were having fun, AJ and I, and Abeona seemed to absolutely
love it. Occasionally I fought the odd bit of weather helm, which a bit of jib would
have helped to counter, but it was hard to argue with making 7 knots, and occasionally 8, under only a reefed main.
We noticed Olele slowed down not too far ahead of us, and I realized Pat and Jerry
were hanging back to make sure we were ok. We were fine, in no danger, but it was
comforting to know that friends were nearby if the south wind turned really south, all
the same. Once we got around West Point, the wind (mostly) dropped off, and our escort made their own way home.
It was an odd thing, though. We still had occasional high winds, but when it was time
to drop and flake the main, the breeze calmed. Once the sail was put away, things
freshened again, but as we turned into the fairway and into the slip, it once again got
light (other than pushing us off the dock a bit). Speaking with Jerry later, they had
the opposite experience, docking during one of those bigger gusts.
Wouldn’t it be nice if the wind were always to cooperate thus, fresh when you’re sailing, then calm when you’re docking? We won’t always be so lucky.
If you’ve noticed the lack of photos from the return voyage, put that down to the
weather being decidedly unfriendly for iPhones. Soon it may be time to acquire another waterproof camera that can be secured to a harness, instead of being slippery in a
wet hand.
For Abeona’s first trip to Bell Harbor, this was a resounding success. If in the past
you’ve avoided coming by boat to this unique cruise because of winter weather –
well, I suppose I can’t really blame you, but still, do consider it!
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New Website!
by

Ben Lobaugh, Fleet Captain

We are pleased to unveil the new Shilshole Bay Yacht Club website! It has been updated with a fresh new look that is mobile phone and tablet friendly. The new design
is more intuitive to use and finding information about events is a snap.
Future phases of the site will be providing additional functionality such as online event
registration and membership management. Much thanks to AJ Mallory and Ben
Lobaugh for their hard work in getting the new site up and running.
Go check out our new site at: http://www.shilshole-bayyc.org
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Quartermaster Report
by

Nancy Merson, Quartermaster
The following items with our SBYC logo are available:

Fleece Hats are once again available. They are made by KAM industries in Ballard, as
before, but will be a different fleece fabric that is more wind resistant than the previous fabric. The price will depend on the number that I order. They will be “one size
fits all” but will be somewhat smaller in size to the previous hat.
Please email me at: nancymerson@gmail.com if you are interested. My email at
Quartermaster@shilshole-bayyc.org is not currently in effect. The price will depend
on how many hats I order, but if I can get a minimum of 27 hats, the price should be
about $30.
Decals are still available for car or boat windows at $3.50 each. I will have them
with me at the next dinner meeting at Ivar’s and have about 15 left.
The “Zazzle” account, for other items, including clothing, has not yet been transferred from the previous quartermaster and any item ordered has a royalty that will
NOT go to our club. I would like to request that nobody order anything from that
site until it is resolved. I am seeking legal advice to get the issue resolved.
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Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2017
by

Jewels Mellen, Secretary
Dinner Meetings 2017:
Jan
17

Feb
21

Mar
21

Apr
18

May
16

Sep
19

Oct
17

Nov
21

Dec
19

Board Meetings 2017:
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

3

7

7

4

2

5

3

7

5

T h e R U D D E R P O S T is published September – May online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht
Club. Your submissions are encouraged. Font Tahoma 14 is used for text.
Edit and verify your content before submission, per the guidelines. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions before Noon of the first Saturday of
the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the Board Meeting, unless otherwise arranged, Sept. - May. May deadline is 12pm Friday before the June Dinner Dance reservation deadline.
Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Find us:
Online at www.shilshole-bayyc.org for club information and contacts, race results, and to register
for events.
On Facebook at “SBYC” or https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShilsholeBayYC
On Twitter at https://twitter.com/ShilsholeBayYC (@ShilsholeBayYC)

