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RUDDERPOST
S h i l s h o l e

B a y

Y a c h t

Commodore’s Corner By Chris Powell
I presume that at this
point, even the most
casual observer has noted something unusual
about the commodore’s
picture in this Rudderpost. The more critical
observer might have
noted something earlier
in the year, as our Rudderpost editor, Pauline,
did when she noted that the pictures had more of a full beard
than I currently wear. The trend she noted was part of a deliberate plot on my part. In my life in the Rudderpost pages,
I’ve been living like the Brad Pitt character in the movie ‘The
Curious Case of Benjamin Button’ – moving backward in time,
getting younger with each edition’s picture. You see the result in this final edition for the year and for my tenure as your
Commodore, showing my early boat maintenance skills at the
age of 2.
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January – From the crow’s nest aboard Royal Clipper in the
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March – Bareboat charter in the Gulf of Abaco, Bahamas, November 2008
April – Winter Cove, Gulf Islands, July 2006
May – Aboard Tranquility, Tacoma Narrows, September 2005
September – ASA Bareboat certification course, San Juan Islands, July 2003
October – Aboard the Honu, Kona, Hawaii, April 2003
November – Aboard Springtide, Gulf of Maine, September
1993
December – On the hard, Santa Cruz, CA, Summer 1960

Thus ends the year that begins with me becoming a second
generation commodore. My mother was the commodore of
the Elkhorn Yacht Club of Moss Landing, CA in the late 1980’s.
She handled all the ‘administrivia’ of the role while my father
handled the happy hour duties since my mother’s asthma
wouldn’t allow her into the bar where smoking was still allowed. The arrangement worked well for all concerned. The
club was also the site of our departure on a two-year tropical
cruise when I was just ten, my little sister’s wedding twenty(Continued on page 3)

T h e R U D D E R P O S T is published September – June online in color by
Shilshole Bay Yacht Club. Your submissions are encouraged. Edit and
verify your content before submission, per guidelines. Font Tahoma 14
is used for text. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for
guidelines. Send submissions before Noon of the first Saturday of the
month. Publication date is the first Monday following the Board Meeting,
unless otherwise arranged, Sept.—May. June deadline is Noon, Friday
before the June Dinner Dance reservation deadline.
Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org
For club information and contacts, race results, and to register for events,
please visit www.shilshole-bayyc.org.
Find us on Facebook at
“SBYC”.
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(Continued from page 2)

some years later, and my father’s memorial service aboard the trimaran we had
cruised on 30 years before.
Finally, I’d like to thank all of the members of the board and all of the other volunteers at events throughout the years I’ve been a flag officer. You’ve made the job
easy and very enjoyable and I look forward to seeing what you’ll do next.
Chris Powell, Commodore.

DUES
By Pat Hillis, Rear Commodore
Same Song, Second (Third? Fourth?) Verse.
While technically December may not be the “last chance” you have to pay your 2014
membership dues, it is the deadline and it’s definitely the “last chance” for getting
any change of information from your renewal forms into the new Roster.
This year’s cutoff date is December 19, the date of the last dinner meeting of the
year and the annual holiday party at Anthony’s. If there have been any changes in
your information—new phone number, address, mobile phone numbers, emails—now
is the time to get that change noted.
And, as of Rudderpost deadline time, only about half of you have paid your dues for
the coming year. Every club email address received a dues notice via email a short
time ago with the renewal form attached, so it literally should be at your finger tips.
If you haven’t checked email in awhile, please do so. It takes only a few minutes to
fill out the form and you can even save yourself some trouble by bringing it to the
December meeting—which you definitely don’t want to miss. If you can’t make it to
the party, mail the form and your check to the address on the form. (A copy of the
form is at the end of this newsletter.)
For those who have completed the paper work and sent in your check - a big thank
you - and we hope to see the rest of the payments soon.
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By Joe Bozick

Next Dinner Meeting Thursday December 19, 2013
Anthony’s at Shilshole Bay
5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar - 7:00 PM Dinner

Change of Watch, Singing, & Gift Exchange
Come join us at our next dinner meeting Thursday, December 19, 2013 for our
Change of Watch ceremony, singing of holiday favorites, and our gift exchange.
In the Change of Watch ceremony, each Bridge Officer will bring his/her officer’s
flag to hand over to the new officer; the outgoing Commodore will receive his Past
Commodore burgee, and we’ll have an opportunity to recognize the 2013 board and
volunteers, finally making the formal introduction of the 2014 board.
Following the change of watch, Dave and Lynn Cheeney will lead us in our favorite
holiday songs, with vocals, guitar playing, and words of the music displayed for all
of us to join in.
The gift exchange is always a great time. If you choose to participate, bring one or
more wrapped gifts, valued at $15-$20. The exchanges are always fun and the
rules will be stated before the gifts are selected or exchanged.
We ask that you submit your dinner orders by 6 pm on Monday, December 16,
2013, so that we can place an accurate order at that time. Cancellations after that
time will result in a payment commitment for the dinner, unless additional guests
arrive to fill those vacancies.
Look for the dinner reservation e-mail from Sign-up Genius to register for the dinner.
Come to dinner, visit with your friends, and enjoy the festivities.
Thanks, Joe Bozick
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Race Report
By Tom Madden
Snowbird Race #1
November 16, 2013
Have you put your boat away for the winter? If not, the Snowbird Series is a chance
to race once a month all winter long. It consists of a series of 5 races, one per month
from November through March.
The first race of the series was held on Saturday, November 16. The weather was
great, a little cool, but compared to the rain and 40 knot winds the day before, I
would settle for temps in the mid 40s, mostly sunny, and a nice southerly in the eight
to twelve knot range. As your Race Chair, I am in charge of the Race Committee, and
we set the course, get the boats started, record their finish times, and score the race.
By 10:30 on Saturday we were on station, aboard John Sterry and Nancy Merson’s
Beneteau 38 named Limmershin. We chose a course of “NWPNEMN”; running down
to West Point, up towards Richmond Beach, back down to the Ballard Blinker, back
north around Meadow Point and finish, a distance of about ten miles. We were using
a new mark, that I named “P” for Piper Creek. It is a NOAA buoy about half way between Meadow Point and the “R” racing mark at Spring Beach. (The Spring Beach
buoy is out of commission since it washed up on the beach in early October) This year
there are already 25 boats signed up, so I divided them into four classes, including a
cruising (no spinnaker) class that starts first.
We set the course boards reading NWPNEMN out on the rail, and got ready for the
start sequence. All was going well, until right after the first start when someone noticed one of the course boards had blown off the lifeline and was floating face down
in the water! A quick look at the remaining boards revealed the course was now displayed as “NW NEMN”! We quickly found a piece of paper and scribbled a “P” on it
and clipped it to the back of another course board to replace the missing one. Unfortunately it took us about five minutes to get it fixed, and we were still trying to start
the boats, keep track of time, blow the horn, raise and lower the proper flags, and of
course watch for boats over early. Whew!
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Outlaw (a J-30) and Orphan Girl (A J-29)
starting out towards West Point.

In the end, this turned out to be a nonevent, except for one boat in the third
class, which sailed the four mile shorter
“abbreviated” course. When they
crossed the line, we did not give them a
finishing horn, as they did not sail the
course – at least not the one we intended. We scored them as DNF; a result
they were not exactly happy about.
They have filed a “Request for Redress”, which amounts to a protest against the Race
Committee. There are rules and procedures to follow, and the Request for Redress
was heard just prior to the SBYC Board Meeting. The decision was to adjust the scoring for Outlaw from a score of DNF to RDGa, which will set her score for the first race
equal to the average of all the other races in the series. This was deemed the most
fair option, both for the boat requesting the redress, and the other boats that competed in Class C.

Corvo and Kinetics start their beat to the first

Kowloon on her way to another fantastic fin-

mark at West Point.

ish.
(All photos courtesy of Nancy Merson)
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So, other than that, it was a beautiful day for a race; everyone else sailed the course
as intended, and from the feedback, they all had a wonderful time.
The next Snowbird Race is December 14th, so shake out those sails and come out and
join us. If you don’t want to race your boat, we are always looking for help on the
committee boat as well. Just let me know if you are interested and/or willing to help
out.
Tom Madden

Cruise Update
By Mary Murphy, Cruise Chair
GREETINGS ANTI COLD WEATHER BOAT OWNERS
I think I understand why I haven’t seen many members down on the docks lately.
Let me guess, with one word, Burrrrrrrrrr. Be assured, this live-a-board boat enthusiast has all warmth forces currently turned on and functioning, thank goodness.
The polar side to this (excuse the pun) is that vistas here at Shilshole Marina have
been exceptionally spectacular of late. Some days, as far and clear as the eye can
see.
Did I mention the presence of various migratory water fowl swimming about the fairways? Or the family of otters eating mussels
and pooping everywhere?
Words could have been said out loud to describe the blue Olympic Mountains silhouettes’ at sunset. Perhaps I said something about the preying bald eagle flying over
the marina this morning.
It causes the mind to stop for a moment and take wonder. You know what I am talking about. We water-lovertypes must be some of the luckiest people in the world to
have experienced seasonal beauty of the Puget Sound
any time of year.
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Now, the season may be plentiful and cruising dormant, but it has not stopped planning efforts of your SBYC Cruise Chair. No-sir-ee. Phone calls are being made,
schedule coordination with regattas, holidays, marinas and rock ‘n’ roll bands are being discussed. Soon checks will be written.
The planning effort for 2014 cruising extravaganza is indeed in motion. Not all reservation dates are confirmed at this very moment, but they will be shortly. So pay attention to the 2014 cruise schedule to be posted in the January 2014 Rudderpost.
Come join us next year. We are a warm, water-smart group of people. What can be
better than that?

Yachting Destinations - Reciprocal Moorage.
By Lynn McNulty - Secretary
Yachting Destinations – New Tool for Reciprocal Moorage
Technology is helping cruisers!! Several years ago the Orcas Island Yacht Club member, Barb Brunius, started developing a web site intended for use by all NW yachts
clubs, to help manage the labor intense work involved in establishing and maintaining Reciprocal Moorage Agreements, by all yacht clubs. The site is continuing to
gain acceptance and grow. The Shilshole Bay Yacht Club is now utilizing this site to
keep its reciprocal agreements current. As a member of SBYC, I invite you to take a
look….
http://yachtdestinations.org/forums/index.php?app=frontpage

Here is the introduction on the Yachting Destinations Front Page:
Welcome to Yacht Destinations
We are here to help members of yacht clubs to find other clubs to visit while cruising
or travelling. Many clubs will extend reciprocal privileges to members of other yacht
clubs. This means that you may be able to tie your boat up to your reciprocal club's
dock and/or use their facilities while on a visit. Reciprocal privileges offered by a club
usually only extend to specific other clubs.
This site was designed to help you find out what is available to you as a member of
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your yacht club while you are visiting another club. You need to "Create an Account"
here and while doing so indicate what yacht club you belong to. Then, when you
"Sign In", the database of clubs will filter down to those that are your reciprocal
clubs.
The clubs available can be found graphically under the "Destinations Tab" or in tabular form under the "Details" tab. By clicking on the icons on these pages you will find
a wealth of information about a club's facilities, terms of use, and the surrounding area.

Special Report from New Zealand
By JP (John Peterson)
I wanted to let the Membership know that an SBYC burgee now graces the fabled
Opua Cruising Club, in Opua, New Zealand. Opua is the most frequent entry port in
NZ used by blue water cruisers.
This burgee was personally delivered to OCC by yours truly after the arrival of my 43
foot ketch, “Morning Star” in Opua on November 19, 2013. A crew of three, including
my son, Nathan, sailed non-stop from the Vava’u group of islands in the Kingdom of
Tonga, a distance of 1,200 miles which took us ten days. We had arrived in Tonga after a 1,300 mile sail from Bora Bora, of which the last 1,000 miles were hand-steered
due to an autopilot problem.
They (OCC) were very impressed by the quality stitching used on the flag. I felt
compelled to swap burgees with them after I saw the Sloop Tavern burgee displayed
with nary a sign of SBYC.
Vic Ross,
JP, and JP’s
son, Nate
Peterson,
after clearing in at
Opua, NZ.
They are
holding the
NZ courtesy
flag.
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Shilshole Bay Yacht Club
Membership Renewal Form

Thank you for renewing your SBYC membership! Please complete this informaon form and return it with your dues. In order to be
listed in the 2014 Membership Roster, your dues must be received by December 15, 2013. Please make your check payable to “SBYC”
and send this completed form and payment to:
Shilshole Bay Yacht Club
An: Rear Commodore
2442 NW Market St, # 98
Seale, WA 98107
You can also pay dues at the November or December Dinner Meengs. Prompt payment will be appreciated. Accurate and mely compleon of this form insures that the Roster will be accurate, that you will receive the Rudderpost newsle0er, and that your membership
card is printed promptly and correctly.
Membership Dues for 2014 (check all boxes that apply):
__Senior ($70 covering up to two individuals)
__Cruising ($10 covering two individuals)

__Intermediate ($35 per person, ages 18-29)
__Junior ($10 per person, ages 10-17)

Please print contact informa1on below (required):
Member 1

Member 2

First and Last Name

Address

Home:

Home:

Mobile:

Mobile:

Phone

E-mail

Boat Informa1on (if applicable)

Boat Name

Boat Type

PHRF Ra1ng

Make

Moorage Loca1on

Year

 Sail

 Power

Since the success of our club is based on everyone’s par1cipa1on, volunteering is encouraged and expected. Please plan to lend
a hand.
I/We will volunteer for:

__Races

___Crewing

___Cruises

___Special Events

___Wherever needed

