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Following the tradition set 

by our immediate past 

Commodore, Chris Powell, 

I took a look back to my 

earlier sailing days.  Start-

ing out in the late 1970’s 

with a 22 foot fiberglass 

sloop, my wife (Chris) and 

I proceeded to learn 

about sailing.  We were full of adventure, and made just about 

every mistake new sailors can make. But as time went on, our 

love of sailing progressed, and we enjoyed our sailing compan-

ions and embraced the social activity associated with sailing.   

Joining the Club in 1987, we got to know a lot of the original 

Cub members, members who came and went, and those com-

mitted to the Cub. 

We have had a very good year at the Club with probably our 

biggest overall member commitment toward decorating our 

fleet and participating in the Opening Day parade hosted by 
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Dates for your Calendar for 2015: 

April 4 -   Yellow Fest   July 3  - Poulsbo Fireworks 

June 13 - June Dinner Dance  October 3 - Salmon Bake 
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Rudderpost  

Pauline Bruce 

Contributing Editor 

Sally Rawlings 

Seattle Yacht Club.  The effort resulted in our second place tro-

phy at the event.   

Our board and Club members really went to great lengths to 

expand our social activities.  We had good attendance at most 

of our Club events, and our social activities went well beyond 

the dinner meetings to many other social gatherings. 

We also enjoyed our ongoing relationship with the Footloose 

Sailing Organization – the organization that provides such a 

great service to disabled sailors in the Puget Sound Area. We 

also continued our financial support to the disadvantaged 

youth at Sail Sand Point, by providing scholarships to the or-

ganization. 

As the year ends and my position as Commodore comes to an 

end, I can truly say that it was a great experience. Having 

been preceded by my wife’s role as Commodore almost 20 

years ago, we became the first husband and wife team to fill 

that role.  Of course, we do have the Sterrys that made the 

first father and son to both serve as Commodores in separate 

terms.  I am sure that we will see additional spouses and other 

related parties step up to flag officer roles in the near future. 

The SBYC board and specially appointed members were truly 

amazing.  Their ideas and follow-through made this year so en-

joyable.  There was an astonishing level of volunteerism, par-

ticularly with members on the board and those in appointed 

positions.  Thanks to all of you for your support and hard work. 

 

Next year looks very 

promising with some 

new leadership along 

with highly experienced 

board members.  
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Vice Commodore Report  By Pat Hillis Vice Commodore Report  By Pat Hillis Vice Commodore Report  By Pat Hillis Vice Commodore Report  By Pat Hillis     

         Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, December 18, 2014December 18, 2014December 18, 2014December 18, 2014    

Anthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole Bay    

5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 PM Happy Hour in the bar  ----        6:30pm Music in our Banquet Room6:30pm Music in our Banquet Room6:30pm Music in our Banquet Room6:30pm Music in our Banquet Room    

7:00 PM Dinner 7:00 PM Dinner 7:00 PM Dinner 7:00 PM Dinner     
 

Topic: The Holidays Come To Shilshole Bay Yacht Club 

CHRISTMAS PARTY SET TO MAKE YOUR SPIRITS BRIGHT 

 

Now that the holidays are REALLY upon us—unlike the early bird specials that began 
showing up last September—your favorite party of the season is just around the cor-
ner.  

 

Our annual Christmas dinner and gift exchange, long standing traditions, will take 
place Thursday, Dec. 18 and promise to fill your spirit with food, music, camaraderie 
and gifts. 

 

And what’s a holiday party without good music? And what’s a Club like SBYC without 
its own musicians?  Roger Newby will begin the festivities in the banquet room at 
6:30 playing his keyboard.  But don’t worry!  Someone will come to the bar at 6:20 to 
alert you that the music is about to begin so you can order your last Happy-Hour-
priced drink and get upstairs in time for every last note.  And if you’re one of those 
people who just can’t help but burst into song when you hear Christmas carols, you’re 
in luck.  You’re welcome to sing along and you could even solo if you’ve a mind to—
just tell Roger and he’ll let you be conductor, soloist, or group singer—whatever feeds 
your fantasy. Words to the songs will be printed out and placed on the tables, so 
don’t be shy! 
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The music will continue until dinner is served at 7—and following another tradition, 
dessert will be added to the dinner at no extra cost to you.  

  

Now, about that gift exchange. We are posting the “rules” on Page 10, so please read 
them to be familiar with them. We have made a couple of changes in an attempt to 
speed up the process. 

 

First off, please bring a quality gift—not some cast-off.  This is not a white 
elephant giveaway, a re-gifting opportunity, or a junk disposal effort.  Se-
lect a new gift (maybe one that you would like to receive) for somewhere 
between $15-$20, wrap it and give it to Jessie Lundin at the dinner when 
you arrive.  Jessie will “run” the gift exchange taking your gift and giving 
you a number—your place in the line-up to receive your gift.  

 

A gift can be exchanged (“swapped” or “stolen” only twice—not three times as in the 
past.  You will have a time limit—30 seconds--to decide if you’re going to exchange 
your gift or keep it, so don’t dawdle in your decision making.  Also, there is no 
“hiding” your gift after you’ve opened it or swapped it.  You must leave it in plain 
sight on your table.  

 

Since the person who draws Number 1 won’t have a chance to swap or steal, they 
will be given their choice of any gift at the end of the exchange—even if that gift has 
been swapped twice already. So just because you think you have the best gift and 
that it’s solidly yours, you’d better hold your breath until ol’ Number 1 has finished. 
And Number 1, you’d better be ready with your decision, because you will have only 
30 seconds to pick from all the loot.  

 

This holiday dinner is one of the most popu-
lar club events of the year. You won’t want 
to miss it.  Watch your email in-box later 
this week for the dinner announcement and 
sign up, and make sure you get your name 
in early.  

 

See you at Anthony’s on the 18th! 
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What do you do to keep your interest up in sailing during the cold, rainy winter 

months?  How about volunteering to help out on the SBYC Committee Boat?  Our first 

Snowbird race is now complete, and the weather, although on the cool side, was 

quite good for a race held in mid-November.  We had 18 boats signed up, and by the 

next race I am expecting a few more.   

The next race is December 13, and I would love to have one or two more people to 

assist me.  Duties include tasks such as raising a flag at the proper time, honking a 

horn, watching for racers that cross the line early, and, of course, participating in de-

termining a good race course tailored to the conditions on race day.  At the end, of 

course, we need to record the finish times of the participants and score the race.  Af-

ter the start there is usually time to take pictures, watch the racers run the course, 

and, of course, talk with friends and eat pizza!  We meet at the boat at Shilshole at 

10:00 and are usually back around 3:00 in the afternoon. 

So how about it?  Is anyone willing to spend a Saturday out on the water on a nice 

40’ powerboat and help put on a race?  Just get back to me and let me know you are 

interested. 

Tom Madden,  

jenanm@aol.com 

 

Committee Boat FunCommittee Boat FunCommittee Boat FunCommittee Boat Fun    
November, 2014November, 2014November, 2014November, 2014    

By Tom Madden, Race ChairBy Tom Madden, Race ChairBy Tom Madden, Race ChairBy Tom Madden, Race Chair    

  

 

 

Boats starting the race on a brisk but 

beautiful day for the first Snowbird of 

the 2014-2015 series. 
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Sandpoint’s Winter Carnival is coming up, February 13-22, 2015! 

The 2015 Annual Shilshole Bay Yacht Club Ski Cruise will be held at Schweitzer Ski 

Area near Sandpoint, ID. 

“Our 2900 acres of lift-serviced terrain rank us among the largest resorts in North 

America.  It's no wonder why Ski Magazine voted Schweitzer ‘The Best Kept Secret in 

North America’". 

“Over 32 kilometers of Nordic skiing await you. Our classic and skate trail system 

provides sweeping views of Lake Pend Oreille and limitless potential for adventure.” 

Please see this article that appeared in the Seattle Times on November 16, 2014: 

URL: http://seattletimes.com/html/travel/2025011842_schweitzerskiidahoxml.html 

 

Several of us are going to be staying in Sandpoint, ID, from Feb. 16 thru Feb. 22.  So 

people may come over anytime, but the official Ski Cruise will be from Thursday, Feb. 

19 thru Sunday Feb. 22, 2014. 

Since this is Winter Carnival week in Sandpoint, ID. I would suggest that anybody 

planning to attend this Ski Cruise should make reservations as soon as possible. 

I would recommend staying at: 

Best Western Edgewater Resort 

56 Bridge Street, Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 

 

SKI Cruise 2015 
Ski Cruise Chair, Mike Thompson 
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On the lake at City Beach, only a block from downtown. All rooms have magnificent 

lake views. There is an indoor pool, spa, sauna, and exercise room and a restaurant 

and lounge on site, with inside or deck dining. 

Rooms from: $86.40 + tax 

Phone: 208-263-3194 

This hotel is right next to the train station.  The Amtrak train fare from Seattle to 

Sandpoint, ID is approximately $140.00 each way. 

The other place to stay is: 

La Quinta Inn Sandpoint , 

415 Cedar St,  

Sandpoint, ID 83864  

 

Phone: 1-208-263-9581 

Fax: 1-208-263-3395 

Rooms from $58.00 + tax 

This hotel is downtown but isn’t on the lake, and it doesn’t have all the things that 

the Best Western includes.  

 

Your Ski Cruise Chairman, 

Mike Thompson  
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Cruise Report For 2015Cruise Report For 2015Cruise Report For 2015Cruise Report For 2015    
    

Sharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise Chair    

 

We are hitting the darkest time of the year; it's dark when it's time to get up and 
seems to be dark by the middle of the afternoon.  What better time to start planning 
our 2015 cruising.  Just think of the fun we will be having when the days start 
stretching out again and we can bask in the sun.  Of course, we will be hoping for a 
summer as nice as 2014. 

 

The date for the Burger Burn is set at May 16.  Add that to the calendar.  Next up will 
be (hopefully) a winter cruise to Bell Harbor and the annual Ski Cruise.  See the addi-
tional information on the Ski Cruise.  The destination is definitely farther afield but 
everyone who has skied at Schweitzer is enthused.  And there is a lot of cross country 
skiing for those who don't downhill ski. 

 

Come to the December dinner/Christmas party ready to share ideas for 2015.  I will 
have a short questionnaire to get additional input from all of you.  Then the January 
Rudderpost should have a complete and updated 2015 cruise calendar. 

 

Poulsbo Raft Up - July 3, 2014 

 

Brownsville Salmon Bake - October, 2014 
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Dues ReminderDues ReminderDues ReminderDues Reminder    
Pat Hillis, VicePat Hillis, VicePat Hillis, VicePat Hillis, Vice----CommodoreCommodoreCommodoreCommodore    

TIME—AGAIN—TO RENEW YOUR CLUB MEMBERSHIP 

AND CHECK OUT THE VALUE IT BRINGS! 

 

Wow! What a year it’s been at SBYC.  We’ve had some dynamite speakers at our 
meetings.  Our Club cruises have provided relaxing fun, companionship and recreation 
at places like Sucia, Poulsbo, Blake Island, Mission Ridge, Brownsville, and our Snow 
Bird races, which drew a crowd of die-hard racers.  Our TransPuget race was a suc-
cessful fund raiser also. 

When you look back on it, it’s what SBYC is all about—those competitions, get-
togethers, entertainment and fun times throughout the year.  

There’s a lot of value in belonging to the Club and you bring your own value to the 
club with your membership: all good reasons for pulling out your checkbooks now 
and renewing your membership for 2015. 

Dues are just $70 a year for a Senior membership, ($35 for those between the ages 
of 18-29, and $10 for Junior memberships). Included in this issue of the Rudderpost 
is the renewal form. Please print it out and send it along with your check to the ad-
dress on the form, or bring it with you to the next meeting. 

Let’s get this “chore” done now, before the end-of-the-year pace overwhelms you and 

you forget. And while you’re at it, don’t you have some sailing or racing buddies who 

also would benefit from a membership? Introduce them to the Club and show them 

what we really bring to the boating community.  

 

Send your Dues payment NOW to: 

 

SBYC – Rear Commodore 

2442 NW Market St 

PO Box 98 

Seattle, WA  98107 
 

Your prompt action on this matter will be greatly appreciated by the SBYC Board! 
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If you choose to participate, bring one or more wrapped gifts ($15 - $20 price range.) 
This is not an opportunity to re-gift or recycle.  Gifts should be new and something 
that you would expect others to actually enjoy receiving.  For each gift you bring, you 
will receive a number. 
 
When your number is called, Jessie will select a gift for you.  You can choose to take 
the gift Jessie selected, or you can exchange it (unopened) for a gift that has already 
been unwrapped.  You will get 30-seconds to pick a gift or “steal” from someone. 
 
If you decide to keep the gift, you must unwrap it immediately, HOLD it UP for EVE-
RYONE to admire, and leave it visible on top of your table at all times (no taking it to 
your car or leaving early to protect your prize bounty). 
 
If you choose to exchange your unopened gift for a gift that has already been un-
wrapped, the person you “stole” the gift from can then either open your gift right 
there, or “steal” someone else’s opened gift. 
 
To avoid marathon exchanges, we will limit the stealing to twice per gift. Once a par-
ticular gift has been stolen twice, it is locked to the person who made the steal and it 
can no longer be stolen—except by the person who got the Number 1 seeding (see 
below). 
 
The first person (Number 1) to get a gift and start the gift exchange gets the chance 
for a final steal of any gift—even if it’s already been taken twice. 
 
The Vice Commodore reserves the right to initiate a “speed” round to really get things 
moving if things slow down. 

 

T h e  RUDD ER PO ST  T h e  RUDD ER PO ST  is published September – June online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht 
Club.  Your submissions are encouraged. 

Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. Edit and verify your content before submission, per the 
guidelines. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions be-
fore Noon of the first Saturday of the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the 
Board Meeting, unless otherwise arranged, Sept.—May. June deadline is Noon, Friday before the 
June Dinner Dance reservation deadline.   

Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org 

For club information and contacts, race results, and to register for events, please visit 
www.shilshole-bayyc.org.  Find us on Facebook at “SBYC”. 

RULES FOR HOLIDAY GIFT EXCHANGE 
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Thank you for renewing your SBYC membership!  Please complete this information form and return it with your dues.  
In order to be listed in the 2015 Membership Roster, your dues must be received by December 15, 2014.  Please 
make your check payable to “SBYC” and write “2015 Membership” on the memo line.  Send this completed form and 
payment to: 
 

Shilshole Bay Yacht Club 
Attn:  Rear Commodore 
2442 NW Market St, # 98 
Seattle, WA  98107 

 

You can also pay dues at the October or December Dinner Meetings.  Prompt payment will be appreciated.  Accurate 
and timely completion of this form insures that the Roster will be accurate, that you will receive the Rudderpost newslet-
ter, and that your membership card is printed promptly and correctly.   

 

Membership Dues for 2015 (check all boxes that apply): 

____Senior ($70 covering up to two individuals)                    ____Intermediate ($35 per person, ages 18-29) 

____Cruising ($10 covering two individuals)                          ____Junior ($10 per person, ages 10-17) 

 

Please print contact information below (required): 
  
     Member 1     Member 2 

 
 

Boat Information (if applicable) 

 
 

Since the success of our club is based on everyone’s participation, volunteering is encouraged and ex-
pected. Please plan to lend a hand. 
 
I/We will volunteer for:    ____Races     ____Crewing      ____Cruises      ____Special Events     ____Wherever needed 

First and Last Name     

Address 

  

  
  

Phone 
Home: 

Mobile: 

Home: 

Mobile: 

E-mail 
   

Boat Name   Boat Type 
       c  Sail          c Power 

PHRF Rating   Make 
  

Moorage Location   Year 
  

Shilshole Bay Yacht Club 
2015 Membership Renewal Form 


