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When I was asked to take on the
flag officer journey three years
ago, I did it with great dread. I
had in my mind all kinds of reasons not to do it. Unfortunately,
at the time, my mind and my
mouth had not been communicating and I found myself agreeing to take on the task of Rear
Commodore. And so, I started a
commitment for something I really wasn’t prepared for, and which was totally out of my comfort zone.
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Guess what? It’s now three years later and I look back at how
easy it has been. That’s because the pleasure and good times
have far outweighed any discomfort in fulfilling the officer duties, and the other officers and club members who were more
experienced, were overwhelmingly helpful and supportive.
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Earlier this year, I wrote about what the Club and its members
have meant to Jerry and me since we joined in 1992—the
sense of family, the support and generosity of our friends in
the club, the enjoyment and excitement of boating itself, not
only as a solitary adventure, but also as a social one when we
boated with Club friends--which have been the best days of
our life on the water—and when we met up with them at
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meetings and on other occasions.
Last fall we visited a Maritime Museum where we came across
a plaque devoted to ships and shipping that could just as easily
apply to boats and boating. I quote it here, substituting “boat”
for “ship”.
“Throughout the ages and across all the world’s seas and
oceans, (boats) have been the instruments that have allowed
people to trade, travel, discover, do battle—and nowadays to
enjoy themselves. (Boats) are machines, but they also have
personalities; they all have their own names and characters, as
any sailor can tell you.
“A (boat) is a vehicle, but it is also a container—of objects and
people, and even of experiences, stories and legends.”
Boating has been a big part of our family life for nearly 40
years, and these past three years have brightened whatever
dull edges our sailing and cruising days suffered from decades
of repetitiveness. These last three years have brought a new
vitality and energy not only to our life in the club, but also to
our own on-the-water experiences. And these last three years
have shown that we’re never alone when we take on responsibilities in the Club because there are always those who have
been around longer, know more, are more experienced and talented and who will share the burden and keep us from failing.
And for that, I thank all the officers, the Board and the Committee Representatives. You know who you are, but for those
who don’t, my gratitude to Matt Fraser, Jim Geros, Rick Krause,
Lynne McNulty, Joe Bozick, Colin Shannon-Garvey, Anne Girvin,
Tom Madden, Sharon Clark, Nancy Merson, Pauline Bruce, Ken
Chin, Larry Clark, Micheal Thomson, David Horn and Jerry Hillis.
Truly, it takes a village and this village was outstanding.
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Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, December 17, 2015
Anthony’s at Shilshole Bay
5:00 pm Happy Hour in the Bar
6:30 pm Music in the Banquet Room
7:00 pm Dinner

SBYC Holiday Celebration!

(Image credit: Dave Jones (tresquewel) / http://s493.photobucket.com/user/Tresquewel/profile/)

Another year gone by, another holiday season upon us, and it’s time to celebrate!
Come close out the year with all of your SBYC friends at our annual holiday dinner,
sing-a-long, and gift exchange. Start with a social hour in the bar, but before the happy hour ends, be sure to grab your last drink (say, at 6:20) and bring it up with you
early, as the music will start at 6:30pm.
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Once again, club member Roger Newby will be playing for our enjoyment, and we’ll
have sing-a-long fun for everyone with classic holiday tunes. Lyrics will be available
on printed handouts, or you can look up at the screen where we will project them for
you. Want to sing a solo? Just talk to Roger!

After dinner, we will hold our Christmas gift exchange, a long-standing tradition, just
as in past years. There is no change in the “rules” for the gift exchange from last
year, but for everyone’s convenience I will reprint them at the end of this column.
Bring something nice, something you’d like to receive yourself as a gift, and hand it
to Jessie Lundin when you arrive. As she has done so well in past years, Jessie will
put her excellent group management skills to work and herd us cats… sorry, I mean
oversee a fun and cheerful time for all.

Important Reminders
Dinner reservations are due back by 6:00pm on SUNDAY, December 13.
Please have your check ready when you arrive at the door to help us expedite getting
everybody signed in and the music started.
Annual Dues are due at this meeting! If you haven’t already paid, help us with an orderly transition to next year by paying now. You can pay your dues at the same time
when you check in for dinner, and we strongly encourage you to do so. Those of you
who have paid already, thank you.
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Holiday Gift Exchange
• If you choose to participate, bring one or more wrapped gifts ($15 - $20 price
range). This is not an opportunity to re-gift or recycle – the gift should be new and
something that you would expect others to actually enjoy receiving. For each gift
you bring, you will receive a number.
• When your number is called, Jessie will select a gift for you. You can choose to
take the gift Jessie selected, or you can exchange it (unopened) for a gift that has
already been unwrapped. You will get 30 seconds to pick a gift or “steal” from
someone.
• If you decide to keep the gift, you must unwrap it immediately, HOLD it UP for
EVERYONE to admire, and leave it visible on top of your table at all times (no taking it to your car or leaving early to protect your prize bounty).
• If you choose to exchange your unopened gift for a gift that has already been unwrapped, the person you “stole” the gift from can then either open your gift right
there, or “steal” someone else’s opened gift. They cannot steal back the gift that
was just stolen from them.
• To avoid marathon exchanges, we will limit the stealing to twice per gift. Once a
particular gift has been stolen twice, it is locked to the person who made the steal
and it can no longer be stolen – except by the person who got the Number 1 seeding (see below).
• The first person (Number 1) to get a gift and start the gift exchange gets the
chance for a final steal of any gift – even if it’s already been taken twice.
• The Vice Commodore and Jessie reserve the right to initiate
a “speed” round to really get things moving if things slow
down.
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Cruise Report
by
Sharon Clark, Cruise Chair
We’ve reached the dark stormy part of the year where we dream of cruising
(hopefully in front of a nice warm fireplace with a favorite winter beverage in
hand.) But we get to start planning the cruising schedule for next year.
We are starting to plan the SBYC 2016 cruise calendar. So far dates have to be finalized for many of the cruises, but you can look forward to the usual lineup - winter at
Bell Harbor, Yellow Fest, Burger Burn, June Dinner Dance, a summer rendezvous and
the Salmon Bake and hopefully a Ski Cruise (pray for snow!) A calendar will be published as soon as it’s available. Yellow Fest will be the weekend of March 26-27.
This is the time of year when we ask, beg, plead for input from all of you. Let anyone
on the Board know what dates you prefer. Give us ideas for expanding the cruise
possibilities. The summer rendezvous is especially challenging since we usually
schedule it midweek and want to include as many of you as possible. The past few
years it’s been at Sucia. Is that location still the best? What dates work best for
you? We’ve had it the last week in July and the first week in August.
Let us know what’s on your cruising wish list for 2016. And keep warm!
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Race Report
December 2015

Tom Madden, Race Chair
The first of the 2015-2016 Snowbird races is complete, and the next one is scheduled
for Saturday, December 12. The remainder of the races for next year are also now
set:
Saturday, January 9, 2016
Saturday, February 6, 2016
Saturday, March 19, 2016
And for those of you that like to plan ahead, the SBYC TransPuget Race is scheduled
for:
Saturday, September 17, 2016.
The first Snowbird was a bit of a drifter, and we set a fairly short course - twice
around: NMEN2. We chose this course due to the light wind conditions at the beginning of the race, and the forecast that said the wind would come up a little after
lunch. If the conditions stayed light and there was a danger of many boats not finishing, we could give them a shortened course and finish horn on the first lap.
This seagull was really the first to cross
the start- finish line,
but we could not
make out his boat
name or his sail
numbers, so we
chose not to count
his time.
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All the boats figured out the course without issue with one exception, and as it turned
out, there was enough wind to send all the boats around twice and still get in by midafternoon. Of course the fact that it was raining all day did not do a lot for making the
race conditions great, but most of the boats stuck it out, and by finish time the wind
had indeed come up to the low teens.

Jim Geros, aboard Last Tango,
ghosting along, looking for little puffs to carry them down
wind. There was barely enough
wind to keep the sopping wet
kite filled, but still enough to
bring them in to a third place
finish - a few minutes behind
Tom Kerr and Corvo. Paul Kalina (STYC) skippering Perfectly
Strange finished with the fastest
time in the drifting conditions.

The current weather forecast for the next race is “48° and cloudy with a chance of
rain”. I wonder what that means? It sounds like fairly nice weather for early December though, so come on out and join us if you have a desire. We are pretty much set
for Race Committee at this time, but if you are interested in any of the next three,
just let me know.
Tom Madden
Race Chair
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Last Tango
2015

Jim Geros, Rear Commodore
SBYC Race News
SYC Grand Prix, Round-the-County and J105 PNW Fleet Championship
It has been a busy and successful year for J105 Last Tango campaigned by
Jim Geros.
Grand Prix - On Friday-Sunday, Oct 23-25 SYC held their annual Grand Prix
invitational race off Shilshole. The northwest fleet of J105’s had their own
One-design class with eight boats out for this race. Two buoy races were
completed on Friday and one mid-distance race was completed on Saturday around Blakely Rocks. The race committee tried to get a race off on
Sunday but it was abandoned due to softening wind conditions. For the
three races, Last Tango received three bullets and first place in the class.
In fact, this was the only boat of all the Grand Prix competitors that received 3 bullets. Link to a nice article on this race is:
http://issuu.com/nwyachting/docs/december15/1 (see page 77)

Jim Geros, Ken Sargent
and Last Tango Crew
“Enjoying Our Grand
Prix Win” for J105s.
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Round The County - Another key and fun race was RTC on Nov 7-8 around
the San Juans. This is a two day race with each leg around 33 miles. Saturday had a great breeze blowing 30+ knots early in the day, and Sunday
started with three knots of breeze and held after a couple of hours randomly between 3-12 knots for the rest of day. Last Tango finished third in
class and seventh overall of all the 113 boats entered. Link to another article on this race is:
https://sailnorthwest.wordpress.com/2015/11/10/round-the-county-2015/

Last Tango and crew
enjoying a 30+ knot
breeze heading North
to the Patos Island
turn.

PNW J105 Fleet Championship - Lastly, Last Tango received the annual
PNW J105 Fleet Championship Trophy for having the best total score for
J105s overall for the following races: CYC Center Sound Series, CYC Puget
Sound Sailing Regatta, CYC PNW One-Design Race, WIRW and CYC Puget
Sound Sailing Championship. It truly was a great year with a great boat
and crew

Jim Geros, Ken Sargent
and rest of the winning
Last Tango crew with
smiling faces.
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SBYC Roster
by

Pat Hillis, Commodore

You know that handy-dandy little booklet called a Membership Roster that you get
every January? The one that lets you look up the name of the boat that “those people” have, or look up the names of “those people” that own that boat that you see
out on the Sound, or their phone number or email?
SBYC publishes the booklet every year and makes it available at the January dinner
meeting. In recent years, members have been asking for additional information to be
added to the roster—information such as your moorage location, slip number,
make and model of boat, whether it’s power or sail. We will include these data
in the 2016 roster unless you specifically ask us not to.
The cutoff date for the roster and payment of dues is December 31st.
If you have already paid your dues please forward your data to Jim Geros
(ripley052@msn.com) and he will include it in the database.
If you have not yet paid your dues please do so by the December 31 cut-off date and
include your additional boat information with your payment—another good reason to
be included with all the other Club members in the 2016 Membership Roster.
Thanks for your quick response!
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DUES
2016

Pat Hillis, Commodore
TAKE THE EASY WAY OUT;
PAY YOUR DUES NOW!
Don’t let your SBYC Membership expire!
Here we are, about to close out 2015 and there are still a few of you who haven’t
paid your 2016 dues.
We’ve been making a big effort to collect dues at the dinner meetings and to urge
those who can’t make the dinner to mail in your check and renewal form.
Once more, renewal forms will be available at the December 17 dinner meeting—or
someone will be there with the data base or a copy of this year’s roster so you can
simply look at your entry and make any corrections right there.
It’s especially important to fill out the form if you’ve had any changes to your profile
in the past year—that means, phone numbers, emails, addresses, new boats, new
boat names, even family names. The information for the club roster comes directly
from the renewal forms so, in a take on an old sentiment, “if your information is old
and inaccurate on the form, it will be old and inaccurate in the roster.”
If there aren’t any changes to your information, it’s also helpful if you check your
2015 listing to confirm that the information there was correct also. (Please see related story on the Membership Roster elsewhere in this issue of the Rudderpost for additional information you may wish to provide for your listing in the publication.)
Thanks for your quick response to this.
T h e R U D D E R P O S T is published September – May online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht
Club. Your submissions are encouraged.
Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. Edit and verify your content before submission, per the guidelines. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions before
Noon of the first Saturday of the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the Board
Meeting, unless otherwise arranged, Sept.—May. May deadline is 12pm Friday before the June Dinner Dance reservation deadline.
Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org
For club information and contacts, race results, and to register for events, please visit
www.shilshole-bayyc.org. Find us on Facebook at “SBYC” or Twitter at “@ShilsholeBayYC.”
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SHILSHOLE BAY YACHT CLUB
Membership Renewal Form

Thank you for renewing your SBYC membership! Please complete this informaon form and return it with your dues. In order to
be listed in the 2016 Membership Roster, your dues must be received by December 17, 2015. Please make your check payable to
“SBYC” and write “2016 Membership” on the memo line. Send this completed form and payment to:
Shilshole Bay Yacht Club
An: Rear Commodore
2442 NW Market St, # 98
Seale, WA 98107

You can also pay dues at the October, November or December Dinner Meengs. Prompt payment will be appreciated. Accurate
and mely compleon of this form insures that the Roster will be accurate, that you will receive the Rudderpost newsle0er, and
that your membership card is printed promptly and correctly.

Membership Dues for 2016 (check all boxes that apply)


Senior

$70 covering up to two individuals



Intermediate

$35 per person, ages 18 through 29



Cruising

$10 covering two individuals



Junior

$10 per person, ages 10 through 17

Contact Information (required, please print clearly). Also, please note that the Rudderpost will be sent to your Email Address.
Member 1

Member 2

First and Last Name

Address

Home:

Home:

Mobile:

Mobile:

Phone

E-mail
Boat Information (if applicable)

Boat Name

Boat Type

PHRF Ra6ng

Make

Moorage Loca6on

Year

 Sail

 Power

Since the success of our club is based on everyone’s participation, volunteering is encouraged and expected. Please plan to lend a
hand.
I/We will volunteer for:

__Races

___Crewing

___Cruises

___Special Events

___Wherever needed

