
                                                                                                                              February 2016 Newsletter    Page 1    

 

 

Dinner Meeting 
Vice Commodore 

 

Cruise Report 
Cruise Chair 

 

Wintery Wenatchee 
Winter Cruise Chair 

 

Twilight Zone 
Dave & Sam Krause 

In Remembrance 
Past Commodore 

 

Race Report 
Race Chair 

Cruising Adventures 
Kris and Kirk Doyle 

Parking at Shilshole 
Member 

New Members 
Past Commodore 

Dates & Info for Club 
Last Page 

F eb rua ry  2016F eb rua ry  2016F eb rua ry  2016F eb rua ry  2016     

Commodore’s Corner By Matt FraserCommodore’s Corner By Matt FraserCommodore’s Corner By Matt FraserCommodore’s Corner By Matt FraserCommodore’s Corner By Matt FraserCommodore’s Corner By Matt FraserCommodore’s Corner By Matt FraserCommodore’s Corner By Matt Fraser 

History. 
 

Is that, perhaps, something you think 
about when you see this beautiful 
schooner ghosting across Puget Sound? 
Of course we are all familiar with the 
sight of Adventuress, the 133’ schooner 
launched in 1913 and today owned by 

the non-profit group Sound Experience. Today she is used as 
a floating classroom, providing environmental education pri-
marily to youth groups and schools, but also with opportuni-
ties for adult outings. 
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2016 Dates for your Calendar: 

Feb 26-28 - Wintery Wenatchee W/E Mar 25-27 - Yellowfest  

May 21 - Burger Burn   June 11    - June Dinner Dance 

July 3 - Poulsbo Fireworks   August 10 - Rendezvous 

Oct 1 - Salmon Bake 
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Perhaps you’re aware of SBYC’s connection with Adventuress, 
through our donations of TransPuget race proceeds to Sound 
Experience over the course of more than ten years (Footloose 
Disabled Sailing and Northwest Harvest have also been charity 
recipients.) But, did you know that SBYC has a longer history 
and closer tie with this classic yacht than many might now re-
call? 

 

After rounding Cape Horn and an unsuccessful scientific/whale-
hunting expedition to the Arctic in her first years, Adventuress 
spent three decades as a pilot boat on San Francisco Bay, be-
fore being left to rot against a Sausalito pier. That’s where Doc 
Freeman – yes, that Doc Freeman – found her in 1952. He pur-
chased her on the cheap and took his life into his own hands 
sailing her up to Seattle. She changed hands a few more times 
over the next few years, until 1959 when she acquired a new 
owner by the name of Monty Morton. 

 

Perhaps you’ve heard this name? 

 

Aubrey W “Monty” Morton was born the same year Adventur-
ess was launched - 1913. By 1959 the 46-year-old Morton was 
a prominent Seattle real estate developer and civic activist. He, 
along with two partners, acquired and managed a number of 
downtown office buildings, but he was also chair of the Seattle
-King County Park and Recreation Coordinating Council, a 
member of the Mayor’s advisory council for the Seattle Center, 
chair of the Greater Seattle Seafair Committee, and in 1962 a 
vice president overseeing aspects of the World’s Fair. 

 

His proudest work, however, was with the Boy Scouts, and spe-
cifically the Sea Explorers Committee for the Chief Seattle 
Council, where he developed an extensive program in sailing 
and seamanship for teenagers. He founded a nonprofit called 
Youth Adventures, which built thousands of sailboats for Sea 
Scouts, and eventually, in 1959, he acquired Adventuress for 
his own use and “to give youngsters an opportunity for large-
boat sailing experiences” on voyages to the San Juans. 
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Monty’s interests in sailing were not entirely restricted to providing opportunities for 
youths, however. In 1961, along with Lou Meyers, Everett and Don Nottingham, and 
Tom Dinsmore, Monty founded Shilshole Bay Yacht Club. 

 

 

 

Do you recognize that burgee? No?  

 

That is the original SBYC burgee, flown on club boats until 1971, when then-
Commodore Chuck Fullerton led a movement to replace it with the seahorse emblem 
that has been our official sigil ever since. At the present time, I am only aware of two 
surviving examples of the original design, one of which I have with me for the club’s 
archives. 

 

We can’t be certain, but it is likely that Adventuress flew that red-and-black burgee at 
times. From 1961 until at least 1964, SBYC held meetings on board the venerable old 
schooner. The “official” club log has it that those early meetings took place in the Port 
Authority Administration Building, but we have an eyewitness account that says oth-
erwise. 

 

Monty Morton owned Adventuress for fifteen years before selling her, at which point 
she went into full-time service with Youth Adventures, his original non-profit group 
focused on maritime education. Today, of course, she plies the Salish Sea with Sound 
Experience, still furthering the mission of youth opportunities and maritime experi-
ence, with an added emphasis on environmental education. 

 

After retiring, Monty explored an interest in acting, eventually landing his big role as 
an extra in a Jackie Kennedy biography. However, perhaps his biggest reward from 
his brush with the movie industry was the opportunity to sail across the Atlantic on a 
replica of HMS Bounty as part of an effort to promote the 1962 film Mutiny on the 
Bounty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
  Image credit: Tom Dinsmore 
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Monty passed away in 2002 at the age of 88 after a full and colorful life, leaving be-
hind a legacy of young sailors to follow in his footsteps. 

 

Almost all of the founding members of SBYC are now gone, except one. Tom 
Dinsmore who lives today on Vashon Island, where, after more than six decades of 
owning boats greater than 30’ in length, he has just recently sold his last one. Tom 
contacted us not long ago to offer this historic original burgee to the club. He well re-
members those early meetings on Adventuress, and we’re hoping he’ll come pay us a 
visit soon for an “old gang” reunion. Doubtless he has many a story to tell! 

 

History. 

 

 

 

 

This Shilshole Bay burgee is hanging in the Club Cruceros in La Paz, Baja California Sur - donated 
by cruising members, Kris and Kirk Doyle. 
 

See page 12 for a snippet of some of their adventures down in Mexico.  
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         Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, February 18, 2016February 18, 2016February 18, 2016February 18, 2016    

Anthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole Bay    

5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  ----    7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner     
 

     Topic: D’Arcy Island  

Speakers: Chuck Gould  

Chuck Gould, local author and formerly the editor of a popular boating magazine, re-
counts a visit to British Columbia's D'Arcy Island. 

 

 

NOTE: Dinner selections are due by 6p.m. on Sunday, February 14. 
 

Please have your check ready when you arrive at the door, to help us expedite getting 
everybody signed in. 
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Welcome to Fabulous February and more opportunities to have fun with your Yacht 
Club friends! 
 
The Bell Harbor cruise last month was a smashing success! Several members made 
the journey both by land and sea to play together in and around this exciting down-
town marina. We will definitely be keeping this fun cruise in our regular rotation.  
 
Meanwhile, our Wintery Wenatchee Weekend is coming right up and it’s not too late 
to sign up. Mike has convinced the hotel to give us a few more days to reserve 
rooms at the discounted rate, but don’t delay! There are only a few rooms remain-
ing and the deadline is Thursday 2/11. Please look for the announcement at the end 
of this article with more details and information about how to sign up. 
 
I’ve been busy gathering information on local Wenatchee wineries and tasting rooms 
and think it will be a lot of fun to explore this area. I’m organizing a tour of the Martin
-Scott Winery with the winemaker who is looking forward to sharing information 
about the winemaking process and show us how it’s done. In addition to the winery 
visit, I’m having great luck finding tasting rooms in Wenatchee that are within walking 
distance of the hotel. Right now it looks like a fantastic group that will grow through-
out the day. Yay! 
 
The Summer Rendezvous has been set for Wednesday, August 10th at Garrison Bay. 
The rest of our annual cruises are on the calendar and are listed on the website 
(which I will be updating with additional details as they come). Also don’t forget to 
join the SBYC Facebook group for up to the minute announcements: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/ShilsholeBayYC/ 
 
Coming soon… 
Yellowfest on Blake Island March 26.  
June Dinner Dance planning - if you’re interested in participating in the planning of 
this fun event let me know anytime. I’ll be putting out a call for volunteers in March. 
 
If you have any ideas for cruises or activities please don’t hesitate to contact me ei-
ther at cruisechair@shilshole-bayyc.org or at my contact information listed in the ros-
ter. 
 
Stay warm, friends! 

Cruise ReportCruise ReportCruise ReportCruise Report    
bybybyby    

    

Nancy Kick, Cruise ChairNancy Kick, Cruise ChairNancy Kick, Cruise ChairNancy Kick, Cruise Chair    
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WINTERY WENATCHEE CRUISE 

February 26 - 28, 2016 

 

This weekend getaway has something for everyone…downhill and cross-country ski-
ing, a snowmobile tour (organized by Chris & Jewels), a wine tasting tour (organized 
by Nancy K) and possibly a Wenatchee sculpture tour! You don’t want to miss this 
mid-winter opportunity for fun in the snow with good friends. 

 

We recommend that club members and guests stay at the Coast Wenatchee Hotel 
(201 North Wenatchee Avenue Wenatchee, WA 98801 Ph: 509-662-1234.) The group-
discounted rooms ($109/night) are limited. There are eight left and the deadline to 
reserve is this Thursday, February 11. Call the hotel directly at 509-662-1234 to make 
your reservation and be sure you let them know that you are with Shilshole Bay Yacht 
Club. 

 

Finally, please RSVP so we can coordinate activities, or for more information, contact 
your Wintery Wenatchee Cruise chairman: 

 

Mike Thompson 206-972-0750 mike_thompson98199@yahoo.com 

or to your SBYC Cruise Chair, Nancy Kick. 

 

We will be contacting everyone who RSVPs in the next week to coordinate activities. 
Make sure you’re on the list! 

  WINTERY WENATCHEE CRUISEWINTERY WENATCHEE CRUISEWINTERY WENATCHEE CRUISEWINTERY WENATCHEE CRUISE    
bybybyby    

Micheal ThompsonMicheal ThompsonMicheal ThompsonMicheal Thompson    

 

Photo: popsugar.com 
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In the Twilight Zone, there are creatures that lurk between the snow and the depths 
below.  Unforeseen, they rise to the heat of skiers and snowboarders.  They wreak 
their havoc on the unsuspecting. 

One must be careful of this. 

The most mundane, and the most common, is the Snow Snake (Herpes Achilleisis 
Tripuppuss). 

Their spoor show early in the morning; often mistaken for the first tracks of skiers de-
scending the slopes.  For the unsuspecting, the Snow Snake reaches through the 
snow and grabs your boot, to cause a fall.  It may just seem to be a trip-up.  But if 
the grip is tight enough, the Yard-sale happens and Skier's Thumb can be the inflic-
tion. Painful even with expensive Physical Therapy. 

These creatures are rarely seen on Green runs, but often strike on Blue and Black 
runs, and commonly off-piste. 

Diamondback Snow snakes only habituate on black diamond runs. You do NOT want 
to meet a Double Black Diamondback Snow Snake!! 

A recent evasive species, the Ice Crabs (Cancerus Bootes Grabus), arrived with the 
tsunami debris.  Ravens, also carrying Siberian Ice Mushroom spores, snacked on 
them at the beach and carried them into the mountains. 

They hide most of the winter.  In the Spring, when the snow gets soupy, they follow 
the Orangutangus Snowboardus ruts, raising their carapace in such a way as to look 
like bad grooming debris. 

But hit one of the "ice chunks" and find out how much of the crab is below the snow!  
Hitting one of these can cause the one-legged walk-away, where the claw tears off 
one ski and you have to walk up-hill to retrieve it. 

Known mostly on the East Coast, in the older mountains of lower elevations, are the 
Parallelasites (Triangulus Obtusus Impossibilis).  They love to live in the deltas left by 
grooming around trees.  Their heads are also delta-shaped.  When skiing downhill, if 
you pass over one of these creatures, the head causes the skis to split apart, resulting 
in a violent face-plant.  You must be certain to right yourself quickly, because if you 
are down for too long, the parallelasites will chew on your flesh.  (Just ask Sam.)  

Snow flake size excites the various creatures differently. Big flakes excite Ice Crabs, 
because they rise to the surface as the warm front passes.  Mid-size flakes excite 
snow snakes because the snow is heavier, and you just think the snow is heavy and 

IN THE TWILIGHT ZONEIN THE TWILIGHT ZONEIN THE TWILIGHT ZONEIN THE TWILIGHT ZONE    
bybybyby    

Sam and Dave Krause, MembersSam and Dave Krause, MembersSam and Dave Krause, MembersSam and Dave Krause, Members    
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grabbing at you.  Tiny flakes mislead you into the den of the parallelasites - you think 
it's pow-pow but it's really GOTHCHA! 

To deal with the seasonal depression of our bleak winters, it is helpful to get outdoors 
and enjoy the snow.  However, you must be wary of these critters while you are in 
their habitat. 

Okay, it’s a little early for April Fools, but we had fun!  And you have excuses for your 
falls!  Hope to see you in Wenatchee!   

Dave and Sam Krause 

In RemembranceIn RemembranceIn RemembranceIn Remembrance    
bybybyby    

Pat Hillis, Past CommodorePat Hillis, Past CommodorePat Hillis, Past CommodorePat Hillis, Past Commodore    

 

SBYC has sadly learned of the death January 11 of Robert Frost who, with his wife 
Susi, have been long-time members of the Club.  
 

Bob was born and raised in Lake Forest Park in Seattle and earned his BS degree in 
Electrical Engineering from the University of Washington where he was a WU Varsity 
Crew Oarsman, Commodore of the Varsity Boat Club and lived in the shell house.  
 

Bob joined SBYC in 1973. He sailed for 6 decades and raced his sailboat, Frostbite, in 
the Pacific Northwest (PHRF) winning numerous trophies. According to his obituary in 
the Seattle Times, he was “happiest when sailing the waters of Washington and Brit-
ish Columbia with family and friends.”  
 

SBYC extends its deepest sympathies to his widow, Susi, his three children, a brother 
and a sister, all from the Puget Sound area.  
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February 6 was the fourth in the series of five Snowbird races for the winter of 2015-

2016. The day was cloudy and cool with a light shifty breeze from the south – mostly.  

Twenty three boats came out for the race, and given the forecast for dying winds, we 

set a fairly modest course. At least this time there was no rain, and the temperatures 

were in the middle 40s, which is pretty reasonable for a mid-February race. 

There were no major issues during the race, at least none that we were aware of. We 

did make a fairly last minute change to shorten the course, and I know of at least one 

boat that was sailing the longer course we had originally posted - until they looked at 

all the other boats and realized they were headed the wrong way. In the end it all 

worked out, and even though the course was fairly short, it still took about three 

hours for the slower boats to finish. 

There were four boats from Shilshole Bay Yacht Club in the race, and they had finish-

es as follows: 

Breeze   (Joe Bozick) 1st in class 

Kowloon   (Ken Chin)   4th in class 

Corvo   (Tom Kerr)   1st in class 

Last Tango   (Jim Geros)  4th in class 

Race Report Race Report Race Report Race Report ----    Snowbird #4Snowbird #4Snowbird #4Snowbird #4    
bybybyby    

Tom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race Chair    

 

About half of the boats 

“milling around,” prior to 

the start.  Not a lot of wind, 

but it did hold up for the 

race, with lighter and heavi-

er spots as the afternoon 

unfolded. 

 

 

Photos courtesy of Ben Labough, 
Fleet Captain, SBYC. 
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Great job all!  

Last race in the series is coming up on March 19. This will be your last chance to race 

if you wish, and at just $15 per race, it is quite a bargain. If you don’t want to race, 

you are welcome to come join us on the committee boat. On this race we had seven 

people on board Olele, and it was a fun time for all, watching the boats, sharing each 

other’s company, eating pizza and snacks, and all in a nice warm cabin. Thanks again, 

Jerry Hillis, for supplying Olele to be our committee boat! 

See you all next time, 

Tom Madden       

  

 

Outlaw (J-30), 

Kowloon (Olson 911) and 

Conrad J (J30) at the 
start, looking for wind and 
position.  

Not a lot of wind, but it 
was there if you sailed in 
the right spot! 

Last Tango, owned by SBYC’s Jim Geros, was rated #3 in 48 North’s Top 25 sailboats 
of 2015. 

Competing with the top racing yachts in the Pacific Northwest, Last Tango and its 
crew were recognized for not only participation in high level sailing, but also for 
“consistent, top-notch” sailing.  

According to 48 North, each boat “earned her spot in our list based upon her perfor-
mance in regattas under varied sailing conditions.” 

As the name implies, 25 boats are selected each year for the honors. None of the rac-
es are gimmies, and hauling in a #3 ranking shows serious skill and talent on the wa-
ter.   

Way to go, Jim and crew, and way to go Last Tango! 

JIM GEROS’ LAST TANGO 

GETS A #3 SPOT IN THE TOP 25 

 



                                                                                                                              February 2016 Newsletter    Page 12    

 

We left Shilshole in mid June of 2013.  Since then we have travelled as far north as 
Glacier Bay Alaska just above 59 degrees north, as far south as Manzanillo, Mexico 
just above 19 degrees north, as far west as Sitka, Alaska at around 136 degrees west 
and as far east again at Manzanillo, Mexico at around 104 degrees west.  We have 
covered some territory, not quite like the Baileys, who are quite famous amongst long
-term cruisers or Richard and Betsy or Lauren and Lauren, who are all famous in their 
own right.  But we have seen and experienced quite a bit in the two and a half years 
that we have been out there doing it.  Most of the SBYC members have been up to 
the San Juans and Gulf Islands and many have been up to the Broughtons in BC and 
some have travelled the inside passage to Alaska so we won’t expend too many 
words on travel to the north.  However, we most definitely encourage anyone with the 
time to try and get up there.  The country is quite beautiful, the anchorages can be 
spectacular and secluded, fishing is good, and the other people you will meet, both 
locals and other cruisers, will enlighten your life.  There are excellent travel guides 
and the Club maintains the “Linger Longer Lending Library” of charts all the way to 
Glacier Bay, including the west side of Vancouver Island (talk to Chris Powell).  One 
word about the boating guides: they really must present the worst possible circum-
stances and many of these places and passages can seem very scary.  But a little 
common sense and the use of charts and current tables end up making the anticipa-
tion much worse than the actual experience.  Kris and I are not terribly experienced 
boaters and we did it with no mishaps that we could not rectify ourselves.  I wish I 
could add the Nike swoosh here and say “Just do it.” 

 

We have been living on our boat in Mexico for a little over a year now.  I don’t think 
many of our members have done that, so that is where I will spend a few words.  In 
short, we love it down here.  It’s warm and sunny.  After more than 30 years in the 
Northwest, it is a nice change that has yet to bore us.  The Mexican people are fabu-
lous.  We only have a small sampling of the people since our travel has been limited 
to coastal areas in a relatively small portion of the entire country.  But the people al-
ways seem to have a smile.  I think that there is something in the culture that lets 
people live without lots of stress.  If you are a person who likes a fast-paced life, this 
may not be an ideal place.  It took us a while, but once you get into the flow of ’it 
happens when it happens,’ things just slow down and stress evaporates away.  There 
is a huge sense of family in Mexico.  Two-parent families seem to predominate with 

Cruising Adventures of Linger LongerCruising Adventures of Linger LongerCruising Adventures of Linger LongerCruising Adventures of Linger Longer    
bybybyby    

Kris and Kirk Doyle, Cruising MembersKris and Kirk Doyle, Cruising MembersKris and Kirk Doyle, Cruising MembersKris and Kirk Doyle, Cruising Members    
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both mom and dad walking around with the children.  Weddings, special birthdays 
and such tend to be huge parties that may last into the wee hours with all of the 
aunts, uncles and cousins in attendance.  An attempt to speak the language or some-
times just a smile can often be enough to bring offers of assistance.  It can be hard to 
know when banks and government offices are open as there are lots of “Saints” days.  
It seems to be, in general, a conservative country, maybe due to the dominance of 
the Catholic religion.  Local men seldom wear short pants. Most women are conserva-
tively dressed.  Excessive displays of skin are really only tolerated at the beach.  De-
spite notions to the contrary, Mexicans are hard working people.  They often do not 
have access to the same quantity or quality of tools and materials that we are accus-
tomed to, but always seem to get things done nonetheless.   

 

It is not fair to think of Mexico as a third world country, maybe two or two and a half.  
There is nowhere near the same level of wealth as in the United States, but the infra-
structure is decent and constantly improving.  The health care system is very good at 
a fraction of US prices.  Major roads are paved.  There is plenty of food.  The banking 
system seems solid.  Cell service is readily available around the cities.  Many stores 
have computerized checkout counters.  But it is still much different than being back 
home.  In most places the local water supplies have too many impurities for us to 
drink.  However, other than our first few days in Mexico, we have not had any intesti-
nal difficulties.  We eat “street” food and have ice in many of our beverages.   Wages 
are low so the “middle class” has less opportunity for material things that are taken 
for granted in the States.  The legal system is different.  If arrested, you are guilty 
until proven innocent.  Safety standards are much lower, not many guardrails, very 
uneven sidewalks, seemingly unsafe wiring, non-uniform rise and run to stairs, etc.  
There is not a multitude of rules and regulations designed to protect oneself from 
oneself.  This ends up making many things simpler to deal with and helps to hold 
costs down.  People live under these conditions and just know that you need pay at-
tention to where you are, where you are walking and what is going on around you.  I 
know that there are pockets of the country that are mostly ruled by ruthless gangs, 
but we have not encountered any crime more serious than what occurs in Seattle or 
any of the big cities back in the States.  Other than the gangs, who acquire their 
weapons from the US, we really hear very little about gun related violence, or any vi-
olence for that matter.  Some parts of some towns should not be walked around after 
dark.  Use the same common sense as you would back home and things are okay.  
We have never felt less safe than when we lived in Redmond, WA. 

 

Shopping for food is a different experience for us.  We do not have a car, so that im-
mediately makes thing different.  Jumping into the car to go to a local convenience 
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store for a carton of milk or a loaf of bread does not happen for us.  The stores are 
also different.  Near the big cities like La Paz, Mazatlan or Puerto Vallarta giant stores 
that have food, clothing, housewares, electronics, pharmacies, etc. exist.  As they are 
a relatively new phenomena, they tend to be located on the outskirts.  Our normal 
shopping occurs in much smaller stores called tiendas.  These are maybe the size of a 
7-11 type store.  There will usually be two or more to choose from and we may need 
to go to them all to get what we need.  For fresh meat or seafood we go to the 
butcher shop or the fish market.  Many places will have a one-day-a-week street mar-
ket where more specialty items, artwork, street food, used clothing and such are 
available.  Shopping here is more like an adventure than a chore.   

 

The boating part of life is quite good.  In some places, there are very nice marinas.  A 
few are attached to big resorts where we receive pool privileges with our slip fees.  
Some of the pools are fabulous, many with swim up bars.  I like swim up bars.  I was 
initially concerned about anchoring, as it is nearly all in sand.  We were accustomed 
to the good old sticky mud in the NW and sand just did not seem like it could provide 
the same kind of holding.  The concerns were not justified.  We have spent days at 
anchor while experiencing sustained winds in the mid 20’s and have been through 
thunderstorms with winds in the mid 30’s to low 40’s.  After days of sustained high 
winds we may have moved 10 or 15 feet, nothing to be concerned about.  One thing 
that is much different than boating on an inland sea is that it is really a bit unusual to 
have an anchorage that stays flat.  On the mainland we are always subject to effects 
of swell from the Pacific Ocean.  There are plenty of places to anchor that have pro-
tection from the direct swell but some of it tends to wrap around points or create a 
surge that will keep some amount of motion to the boat.  In the Sea of Cortez, we 
don’t have the Pacific swell, but the Sea is many hundreds of miles long and wind 
driven waves are common and can build to prodigious proportions.  Again, you can 
almost always find a place to anchor with some protection from the wind driven 
waves, but they also tend to wrap around points and sometimes the wind will change 
direction.  Of course, the only time that tends to happen is in the middle of the night.   

 

The water is warm and sometimes amazingly clear.  The sandy bottom makes for a lot 
of light reflection, so we can frequently see all the way to the bottom and sometimes 
even see our anchor chain all the way to the anchor from the deck.   Watching the 
various forms of sea life under the boat can be mesmerizing.  Nighttime phosphores-
cence happens a lot and enhances my belief that magic does happen.  Jumping in the 
water, at least while at anchor is a near daily event.  In many anchorages interesting 
places to snorkel are easily available just swimming from the boat.  In others we will 
anchor the dingy and snorkel from it.  There is simply no graceful way to get back in-
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to an inflatable dingy from the water.   

 

The cruising community is fantastic.  I think that, first off, if you are a boater, you are 
maybe a little mentally unbalanced at least when compared to “the norm.”  If you 
take the next step and go long-distance cruising there is just no maybe about it.  So I 
believe that we are all unbalanced in the same direction.  We are all crazy, but don’t 
know it because everyone around us is just as crazy.  This makes it unusually easy to 
make new friends.  There is at least one more thing about the cruising community 
that I find very interesting.  Cruisers don’t seem to talk much about what they did in 
their previous lifestyle.  They talk about anchorages and anchors or share refrigera-
tion woes and creative repair stories or just about anything except that they used to 
be an engineer or airline pilot or ditch digger or whatever.  Very curious. 

 

In any event, Mexico is working very well for us and we will probably spend at least 
another year here.  Don’t really have any other plans yet.  Friends and family are al-
ways welcome.  You can choose the place or the time, but not both, and we will fig-
ure a way to work something out.  

 

Kirk & Kris Doyle 

S/V Linger Longer           

 

The anchorage of Ensenada Al-
catraz just north of Bahia de 
Los Angeles in the northern Sea 
of Cortez.  
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Help Needed, Shilshole Bay Marina Studying Parking Fee Changes. 

 

The Port of Seattle is studying how to charge more for parking at Shilshole Bay Mari-
na.  The short version of the story is the Port is changing parking at the airport and is 
looking for the same vendor to manage the parking at Shilshole. Although the exact 
plan is not yet known, a likely scenario is ‘pay by the day,’ either for all, or guests and 
crew members. Given the recent surprise rate increase, whatever plan surfaces will be 
more costly and less convenient than the current policy. 

 

It is vitally important that we, as individuals, contact Port of Seattle officials and let 
them know how we feel about this “study”. This is a case where the folks in the mari-
na office are not decision makers so contacting the Port Executive and Commissioners 
are the people to address your comments. 

 

Please take a few minutes in the next day or two to send emails to the following peo-
ple. The Port CEO is Ted Fick, and the commissioners are Tom Albro, Fred Felleman, 
Courtney Gregoire, John Creighton and Stephanie Bowman. 

 

The web site is www.portseattle.org. Off to the right is a menu with Commission at 
the top. Click on that and it takes you directly to the members of the Commission. 
Clicking on their picture takes you to that individual’s email link. After composing the 
first note, you can then copy and paste it in turn to the other commissioners’ emails.  

 

There is also a general contact form to use to contact the Marine Division. 
http://www.portseattle.org/About/Contact/Pages/default.aspx  

 

In your comments include how long you have been at Shilshole, how changes would 
impact you and your guests, and any other pertinent thoughts. 

 

It is important we speak up quickly as the Port has a history of making decisions and 
implementing them before anyone is aware of what is going on.  

Parking at Shilshole BayParking at Shilshole BayParking at Shilshole BayParking at Shilshole Bay    
bybybyby    

Larry Clarke, MemberLarry Clarke, MemberLarry Clarke, MemberLarry Clarke, Member    
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New MembersNew MembersNew MembersNew Members    
bybybyby    

Pat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, Commodore    

We sure are kicking the year off right with new members. How exciting to have all 
this new energy! 
 
This month we welcome new members Dick & Peg Eagle to the club. They come to us 
through our own Race Chair, Tom Madden. The Eagles will be the focus of our New 
Member Spotlight in March. 
 
Please join me in giving them a warm welcome! 
 
New Member Spotlight… 
 
Last month we welcomed Michelle Klassen and we are happy to have her in the club.  
 
Michelle is a Ballard native who took up boating with her family at a young age. From 
what I understand she’s a pretty gutsy sailor, braving some pretty wild weather to get 
to the Salmon Bake with Anne Girvin last September.  
 
She attended Northwest University and currently educates financial advisors on disa-
bility insurance and statistics. 

 
While she doesn’t have a boat - yet - she hopes to get more opportunities & experi-
ence and to make new friends in the boating world. She brings “lots of energy, a new 
perspective and plenty of questions” to SBYC. 
 
If you haven’t yet met Michelle, look for her at one of our upcoming events and see 
what else you can learn about her. 
 
Welcome to all of our new members. We are thrilled to have you aboard! 

 

Michelle and her boyfriend, Cameron Burns Parke. 
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T h e  R UDD ER POST  T h e  R UDD ER POST  is published September – May online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht 
Club.  Your submissions are encouraged. Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. 

Edit and verify your content before submission, per the guidelines. Contact vicecommo-
dore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions before Noon of the first Saturday of 
the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the Board Meeting, unless otherwise ar-
ranged, Sept. - May. May deadline is 12pm Friday before the June Dinner Dance reservation dead-
line.   

Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Find us: 

Online at www.shilshole-bayyc.org for club information and contacts, race results, and to register 
for events. 

On Facebook at “SBYC” or https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShilsholeBayYC 

On Twitter at https://twitter.com/ShilsholeBayYC (@ShilsholeBayYC) 

Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2016Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2016Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2016Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2016    
bybybyby    

Jewels Mellen, SecretaryJewels Mellen, SecretaryJewels Mellen, SecretaryJewels Mellen, Secretary    

Dinner Meetings 2016: 
 
 

 
 

Board Meetings 2016: 
 

 
 

1/16 2/16 3/16 4/16 5/16 9/16 10/16 11/16 12/16 

Jan 21 Feb 18 Mar 17 Apr 21 May 19 Sept 
15 

Oct 20 Nov 17 Dec 15 

1/16 2/16 3/16 4/16 5/16 9/16 10/16 11/16 12/16 

Jan 5 Feb 2 Mar 3 Apr 5 May 3 Aug 
30 

Oct 4 Nov 1 Nov 
29 

FACTOID! 
 

Did you know that SBYC Members receive a discount on many items at Fisheries Sup-
ply? Just show your membership card at check out and if a discount is available, they 
will apply it to your purchase. 


