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Dates for your Calendar for 2015:

C l ub

January 2015

January 31

- Winter Cruise to Bell Harbor

April 4

- Yellow Fest

July 3

June 13

- June Dinner Dance

October 3 - Salmon Bake

- Poulsbo Fireworks

Commodore’s Corner By Pat Hillis
Trying to get a glimpse at 2015,
it’s hard to believe we are 15
years into the “new millennium”.
Now this new millennium is a
teenager, and a lot has changed,
moved, grown, disappeared or
been created—in the world, our
country, city, and yes, even
SBYC.

Race Report

Race Chair
Dinner Meeting

Vice Commodore
Ski Cruise

Ski Cruise Organizer
Cruise Update

Cruise Chair
Power of the Dollar

Fifteen years ago, as a strong cruising and racing yacht club,
we’d just launched the Ballard Cup racing series, we had
great representation at Swiftsure and Whidbey Island Race
Week, we had a lengthy cruising program, and our club dinners and cruises experienced record attendance and memberships.
Today we find ourselves a bit smaller than we were then with
fewer races but a continuing and strong emphasis on cruising,
plus interesting, educational and stimulating dinner meetings.
One of SBYC’s strengths is its desire to be a Club of and for
its members. We are different from many yacht clubs in that
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we don’t have our own facilities, we don’t have paid staffs, we
don’t have a lot of formalities. What we do have is a membership who truly delight in and enjoy each other, who have become friends and cruising and racing companions, and who
help each other out, whether it’s planning a cruise, repairing a
boat, or helping with counsel and advice. Our members are
stellar at coming to the rescue, volunteering their time and energy.
This year’s officer slate represents all different levels of our
membership. Matt Fraser, Vice Commodore, is taking a second
whirl at being an officer, having run through the chairs earlier,
and serving as Commodore in 2006.
Rear Commodore, Jim Geros, is a relative new-comer, who
stepped up at the November dinner meeting to take on the position that tracks and encourages new memberships; Lynne
McNulty, a former Commodore, has spent the last several years
as Secretary, and Rick Krause, a 15-year member, has been
serving as Treasurer for multiple years.
Anne Girvin, Director, is in her third year of membership and
brings many exciting ideas to the position, while Colin Shannon
-Garvey, also a Director, volunteered for that position in his
third year of membership.
Sharon Clark, serving as Cruise Chair, has uncountable years of
club volunteerism under her belt (and a whole slew of new
cruise ideas coming up for 2015), and Tom Madden willingly
jumped in as Race Chair in his second or third year in the Club.
Immediate Past Commodore, Joe Bozick, who also has served
in many other positions since joining the club in 1987, is now in
his fourth—and final—year as a flag officer. Then there’s our
Quartermaster, Nancy Merson, who keeps our burgees and
flags in ship-shape condition, prints membership cards, name
tags, and creatively used unsold, very large SBYC shirts to
make boat pillows. Another shout out goes to Pauline Bruce,
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Rudderpost Editor, who makes sure these copies of club news get to every member
every month.
While these may be the most visible volunteer positions, equally important are the
committees and representatives who serve on an on-going basis. Although you may
not be that familiar with their titles, they are vital to the club operations. Ken Chin
serves as Race Protest Chair, Larry Clark is PHRF Handicapper, Micheal Thomson is
PHRF Director, David Horn serves as Web Master, and Jerry Hillis as Committee Boat
Chair. And then there are the rest of you who chip in to help all those named above.
What all this proves is that “it takes a village”—and our village has found many people
willing to volunteer over and over again.
Unfortunately, our village seems to be getting smaller and smaller. If there’s one
challenge we do face, it is in a declining membership and that will be a Board focus and hopefully yours as we go through this year. Because we’re an active club that
undertakes many different activities, we rely on your willingness to volunteer to help
make every year a success. But we also recognize that it’s better if we can “share the
wealth” and expanding our base is one way to do that.
Happy 2015! We value all that you do for the Club and look forward to serving you
this year.

Race Report - Snowbird 2
December 13, 2014
By Tom Madden, Race Chair

The second in the Snowbird series this season was held on December 13, 2014. The
wind was light, ranging from almost nothing to about 10 knots from the south –
southeast. The number of boats registered for the race went from about 18 to over
30. We picked a shorter course of about 7 miles this time, and took the boats
through the S-F line in case time became a problem in the lighter winds.
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The fourth start was pretty hectic; many big
boats, all on the line trying to get the clear
air and best start. Everyone managed to get
across the line without hitting each other or
going over early.

All went well, although the wind did die a couple times, and a few boats dropped out
due to the light winds and probability of not finishing within the five hour time limit.
There were a couple of collisions reported, although the race committee did not receive any protests.

About half way through the race, boats were heading downwind, trying to find the little patches of
wind that would propel them ahead of their competitors.

All in all, it was another wonderful day to be out on the water. The rain stayed away,
and the temperature was at least decent at nearly 50 degrees.
Next race is January 10, and I hope to see even more boats out, and another great
day of sailing.
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Vice Commodore Report By Matt Frazer
Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, January 15, 2015
Anthony’s at Shilshole Bay
5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar - 7:00 pm Dinner

Topic: Salty Stories, Tall Tales, and Sea Shanties
Speaker: Captain Dano Quinn
Skipper of the 192’ passenger vessel S.S. Legacy for Un-Cruise Adventures, and fourtime winner of Seattle’s annual Stories of the Sea competition, Captain Dano Quinn
“captivates audiences with his comical, ribald rhyming poems of hijinks on the high
seas.” He is both master mariner and master storyteller, having worked aboard
schooners and tall ships and captained cargo and passenger vessels across the Pacific
and on inland waterways for more than 35 years. His stories tell of “shipwrecks and
pirates… sailors and scallywags”1 and just perhaps he’ll lead us in a shanty or two.
Start off the new year with your friends at our January dinner meeting and stay for
the entertaining stories by a man who attended the opening of the Kava Club in
Nuku’alofa, where he met the Prince of the Kingdom of Tonga… or so he says. Captain Quinn is also a winner of the Northwest Folklife Liar’s Contest!
_______________________
1

Deborah Bach, Three Sheets Northwest, 2 November 2012:
http://threesheetsnw.com/blog/2012/11/salty-stories-and-tall-tales-on-dano-quinn-cd/

Photo: Three Sheets
Northwest1
Nov 2, 2012
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SKI Cruise 2015
Ski Cruise Chair, Mike Thompson

Sandpoint’s Winter Carnival is coming up, February 13-22, 2015!
The 2015 Annual Shilshole Bay Yacht Club Ski Cruise will be held at Schweitzer Ski
Area near Sandpoint ID.

“Our 2900 acres of lift-serviced terrain rank us among the largest resorts in North
America. It's no wonder why Ski Magazine voted Schweitzer ‘The Best Kept Secret in
North America’".
“Over 32 kilometers of Nordic skiing await you. Our classic and skate trail system
provides sweeping views of Lake Pend Oreille and limitless potential for adventure.”

Please see this article that appeared in the Seattle Times on November 16, 2014:
URL: http://seattletimes.com/html/travel/2025011842_schweitzerskiidahoxml.html
Several of us are going to be staying in Sandpoint ID, from Feb. 16 thru Feb. 22. So
people may come over anytime, but the official Ski Cruise will be from Thursday, Feb.
19 thru Sunday Feb. 22, 2014.

Since this is Winter Carnival week in Sandpoint ID. I would suggest that anybody
planning to attend this Ski Cruise should make reservations as soon as possible.
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I would recommend staying at:
Best Western Edgewater Resort
56 Bridge Street, Sandpoint, Idaho 83864On the lake at City Beach, only a block from
downtown. All rooms have magnificent lake views. There is an indoor pool, spa, sauna, and exercise room and a restaurant and lounge on site, with inside or deck dining.
Rooms from: $86.40 + tax
Phone: 208-263-3194
This hotel is right next to the train station. The Amtrak train fare from Seattle to
Sandpoint ID is approximately $140.00 each way.
The other place to stay is:
La Quinta Inn Sandpoint ,
415 Cedar St,
Sandpoint ID 83864
Phone: 1-208-263-9581
Fax: 1-208-263-3395
Rooms from $58.00 + tax
This hotel is downtown but isn’t on the lake, and it doesn’t have all the things that
the Best Western includes.
Your Ski Cruise Chairman, Mike Thompson
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Cruise Report For 2015
Sharon Clark, Cruise Chair

Happy New Year! Here’s to a great year of cruising in 2015.
Save January 31 for a Winter Cruise to Bell Harbor. SBYC boats will meet at Bell Harbor on Saturday and have the afternoon to explore the waterfront, Pike Place Market,
downtown or ??? If you would like to participate by boat, call Bell Harbor (206-7873952) to reserve a slip. As of January 3, there was space available for 5-6 boats. We
can work out details for anyone who would like to join the group by land. Previous
(unofficial) winter cruises have been pretty loosely arranged. Once we know who will
be joining us, we can make more specific plans for any activities including whether we
will have a happy hour on the boats and/or dinner together or in smaller groups. Anthony’s is there and could be an option for the entire group if that is desirable. If you
call for reservations, say that you are with Larry Clark’s group and they will try to put
us on the same dock.
We are still working on plans for the summer rendezvous. So far, it seems like most
club members are happy with having it at Sucia. The date is still in question and I
will be contacting as many people as possible to chose a date which works for the
largest number of club members. Feel free to send me an email with your preferred dates!
In the interest of involving as many of you as possible in our cruises, I will hold a
Cruise Committee Planning Meeting/Happy Hour on Sunday, January 25. Munchies
and beverages from 4 to 6 at our house on 61st. Email or call Sharon (206-240-2169)
if you’d like to attend.
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The Power of the Dollar
Pat Hillis, Commodore
If you’ve ever wondered what the money we contribute to sailing programs does, look
no further than the following letter from Sail Sand Point, the recipient of a
“thoughtful” donation made by SBYC to the sailing organization.
In a recent letter to SBYC, Nino Johnson, Interim Executive Director of Sail Sand
Point, wrote,
“On behalf of Sail Sand Point, I would like to thank you for Shilshole Bay Yacht Club’s
very thoughtful donation of $1,050 made on September 12, 2014.
“Sail Sand Point was incorporated on September 25, 1998, and began providing low
cost boating programs on the north shore of Magnuson Park the following spring.
Now in 2014, Sail Sand Point is thrilled to embark on our 16th year of providing low
cost boating programs for local youth and adults.
“The last 16 years have brought changes to the economy, school programs, technology, and the activities that youth & adults chose to engage in during their free time.
Sail Sand Point has experienced a number of changes as well.
“In 2003, 326 youth and 121 adults took classes. In 2004, 1,094 sailors participated
in one of our programs, and in 2006, Sand Point was able to award 12 scholarships.
Fast forward to 2014 and Sail Sand Point had 750 youth and 143 adults who took
classes, 6,384 sailors who participated in one of SSP’s programs, 34 class scholarship
recipients valued at over $10,000 and 875 people who participated in one-day outreach programs, many of which were awarded full or half scholarships.
“The ability to continue growing and providing accessible boating programs for the
community is largely due to the support of donors and volunteers like you.
“Monetary gifts help Sail Sand Point to maintain our equipment, train quality staff, offer low cost programs, and offer a variety of scholarship opportunities. Donations of
boat equipment, safety gear, office supplies and other items are used in Sail Sand
Point’s programs; and donations of items which can’t be used by Sail Sand Point can
be sold to raise funds for our programs.
“Thank you for enabling Sail Sand Point to continue to increase its impact in the community. Your gift is greatly appreciated.”
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Grant Application Meeting
Anne Girvin, Director

GRANT APPLICATION MEETING
JANUARY 20, 7:00 pm at JOE BOZICK'S HOUSE

Your input is needed. We will be discussing membership expansion as well as this
grant application. Please come.
Here is the grant information:
SEATTLE – The Northwest Marine Trade Association (NMTA) is pleased to announce a
grant program for non-profits seeking assistance in promoting boating in the region.
The grants are being awarded through the NMTA’s Grow Boating program whose mission is to increase the number of boaters and encourage current boaters to boat more
often.
Since 2003, NMTA has spent more than $1M to promote boating in the Pacific Northwest through various events, sponsorships and programs. The NMTA will award up to
$9,000 to one or more organizations by April 3, 2015.
Anne Girvin - Director

T h e R U D D E R P O S T is published September – June online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht
Club. Your submissions are encouraged.
Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. Edit and verify your content before submission, per the
guidelines. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions before Noon of the first Saturday of the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the
Board Meeting, unless otherwise arranged, Sept.—May. June deadline is Noon, Friday before the
June Dinner Dance reservation deadline.
Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org
For club information and contacts, race results, and to register for events, please visit
www.shilshole-bayyc.org. Find us on Facebook at “SBYC”.

