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Volunteerism. 

The United Nations states that 
“volunteerism… 

… is not only the backbone of civil 
society organizations and social and 
political movements, but also… a 
range of other civil society, public 
and private sector programmes 
world-wide. It is an integral part of 
every society.” 

-- “State of the World’s Volunteerism Report 2011,” United Nations Vol-
unteers. 
 

“Volunteering is an expression of the individual’s involvement 
in their community.”  -- (UNV, November 2000) 
 

As a small non-profit social organization, SBYC depends en-
tirely upon volunteers. Volunteers organize and make possible 
our great cruises. Volunteers cook all the food and set up all 
the decorations for the June Dinner Dance. Volunteers make 
the December Christmas party a success. Volunteers speak at 
our dinner meetings. Volunteers form the committees for our 
races, and provide the committee boat. Volunteers staff every 
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2016 Dates for your Calendar: 

Jan 22-24 - Bell Harbor Marina Feb 26-28 - Wintery Wenatchee W/E 

Mar 25-27 - Yellowfest  May 21 - Burger Burn 

June 11 - June Dinner Dance July 3 - Poulsbo Fireworks 

June/July - Rendezvous  Oct 1 - Salmon Bake 
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Commodore 

Matt Fraser 

Vice Commodore 

Colin Shannon-Garvey 

Acting Rear Commo-
dore 

Nancy Kick 
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Jewels Mellen 
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Rick Krause 

Past Commodore 

Pat Hillis 

Directors at Large 

Anne Girvin 

Bonnie Murray 

Race Chair 

Tom Madden 

Cruise Chair 

Nancy Kick 

Fleet Captain 

Ben LoBaugh 

Quartermaster 

Nancy Merson 

Race Protest Chair 

Ken Chin 

PHRF Handicapper 

Larry Clark 

PHRF Director 

Micheal Thompson 

Committee Boat 

Jerry Hillis 

Webmaster 

David Horn 

Rudderpost  

Pauline Bruce 

Contributing Editor 

Sally Rawlings 

position on our Board. 
 

Some volunteers serve in multiple Board positions, year after 
year. Sometimes they serve in multiple positions at the same 
time. 
 

Many in our club also volunteer in capacities outside the club. 
Some serve on other Boards, or provide their labor for the bet-
terment of our society and our region. Some donate their time, 
as well as money, to provide services for charitable organiza-
tions, to help out those who need a helping hand, or simply to 
accomplish that which needs doing. 
 

This month I want to highlight the volunteerism of one of our 
members, a dear friend to all who know him, and a seemingly 
tireless contributor to SBYC. John Sterry has served, at one 
time or another since joining in 1991, in most of the club’s 
Board positions: Director at Large, Cruise Chair, Race Chair, 
Fleet Captain, PIYA Representative, and of course, in 2000, as 
Commodore (and by extension, Rear Commodore, Vice Com-
modore, and Immediate Past Commodore). Some of these of-
fices he held for multiple years. Likely he has filled more posi-
tions than those I have to hand at the moment. Even when not 
serving in any official capacity, he has never hesitated to step 
in and lend a hand.  
 

In late 2014 John stood up at a club dinner meeting and gave 
a speech from the floor on the subject of volunteerism, and on 
the importance that SBYC has held in his life. I don’t know 
whether he planned it or whether it was spontaneous, but it 
was a rousing and inspiring speech, coming at a time when the 
club was having difficulty finding volunteers to step up to fill 
important Board positions. At the end of it I found myself un-
accountably with my hand in the air, and before my brain knew 
what my mouth was doing, I had spoken up and volunteered 
to be Vice Commodore for 2015, which, of course, led to my 
writing this column today, just about a year later. Jim Geros, 
then a relatively new member, was similarly inspired at the 
same time to volunteer as Rear Commodore, a position he ful-
filled admirably. 
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It is this dedication, and this capacity to inspire, that led to John’s ascendance to the 
status of Life Member last month, an infrequent honor bestowed upon those who 
have consistently gone above and beyond in the service of the club and its members, 
in the service of you. All of you. 

Now, as 2016 begins, we again find ourselves unable to fill all of the Board positions. 
Colin Shannon-Garvey, who was in the middle of his two-year term as Director-at-
Large, agreed to step up directly to Vice Commodore, and I thank him for doing so. 
Nancy Kick returned to the Board to serve as Cruise Chair and, when we could not 
find anyone for the position, as Acting Rear Commodore. She would like me to stress 
the “Acting” part of that title, as the position remains technically open. Nancy has 
previously served as Treasurer in 2012 and Cruise Chair in 2011. Rick Krause is now 
entering his fourth year as Treasurer. Anne Girvin has renewed for a second two-year 
term as Director-at-Large, and Bonnie Murray has rejoined the Board to take Colin’s 
vacated Director seat. Bonnie previously served as Director-at-Large in 2008-2009. 
Tom Madden has been Race Chair for three years, and has agreed to continue on for 
a fourth year; I should note that Tom is also simultaneously serving as Vice Commo-
dore for the Catalina Association of Puget Sound. Likewise, this is Pauline Bruce’s 
fourth year as Rudderpost Editor, and Nancy Merson’s fifth as Quartermaster. David 
Horn continues in what I believe will be his eleventh year as Webmaster; David has 
also served as Fleet Captain (2008), Race Chair (2009), and from there on to Rear 
Commodore, Vice Commodore, and then Commodore in 2012. 

 

New to the Board this year are: Jewels Mellen as Secretary, who has been an SBYC 
member since 2007, and Ben LoBaugh, who joined the club just last month and 
agreed to immediately step up as Fleet Captain, a position that has been vacant for 
five years. At his first Board meeting, earlier this month, I believe we additionally 
talked him into serving on several special committees.  
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My heartfelt thanks go to those departing Board members of 2015 for all the hard 
work they have put in: Joe Bozick (Immediate Past Commodore, and all that pre-
cedes that role), Jim Geros (Rear Commodore), Lynne McNulty (Secretary, 2008?-
2015, and Commodore, 1997), and Sharon Clark (Cruise Chair, 2014-2015, and nu-
merous years as a volunteer for cruise committees).  

 

I want to especially highlight Lynne’s many years of service. She served at least eight 
years as Secretary, and it may be more, as currently I only have records back to 
2008 (apologies to any whom I missed for service before then), and she served at 
least three years as a flag officer in the 1990s. 

 

Every one of these individuals embodies the spirit of volunteerism, giving freely of 
their time so that the club might operate that little bit more smoothly. They do not do 
it for any reward, nor any particular recognition. They do it because they care. Many 
have served multiple years. Many have held multiple positions. Many are returnees 
for yet another go-round. Without them, we would not have this club that we all love 
so well. 

 

Finally, I want to thank Pat Hillis for her vision and leadership as Commodore for 
2015. Pat now enters her fourth year on the Board, and it has quickly become appar-
ent that moving on to Immediate Past Commodore does not mean she is slowing 
down one iota in her drive to improve the club. She remains a leader and a mentor 
to us all. 

 

And I want to thank you. All of you. Without you, there is no us. Without you, there 
is no SBYC.  

IMPORTANT REMINDERIMPORTANT REMINDERIMPORTANT REMINDERIMPORTANT REMINDER    
bybybyby    

Nancy Kick, Acting Rear CommodoreNancy Kick, Acting Rear CommodoreNancy Kick, Acting Rear CommodoreNancy Kick, Acting Rear Commodore    

 
If you have not yet paid your Annual Membership dues, you’re 
late!  This is your final “friendly” reminder to get your dues paid so 
I don’t have to chase you down.  Please bring your dues to the 
January dinner meeting or mail a check right away. 
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Colin and Patricia spent the first five years of their retirement on their Wauquiez Hood 
38, sailing from Seattle to Florida via the Panama Canal.  They sold the sailboat on 
the east coast and flew to the Netherlands to buy a river and canal boat.  

After five seasons on the canals and rivers of the Netherlands, Belgium and France,  
they completed the trip on the Canal de Midi in the south of France: 

Navigating through: 

 

537 locks 

152 opening bridges 

5 tunnels 

169 ports 

3930km (2450 miles) 

 

         Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, January 21, 2016January 21, 2016January 21, 2016January 21, 2016    

Anthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole Bay    

5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  ----    7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner     
 

     Topic: Cruising The European Canals 

  Speakers: Colin and Patricia Shannon-Garvey  

 

“Life is Beautiful!” 
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NOTE: Dinner selections are due by 6p.m. on Sunday, January 17th 

 

Please have your check ready when you arrive at the door to help us expedite getting 
everybody signed in. 

Annual Dues were due December 31st!  Thanks to all who have already paid.  For 
those who have not yet paid, help us with an orderly transition to this year by paying 
now. You can pay your dues at the same time when you check in for dinner, and we 
strongly encourage you to do so.  If you will not be attending the dinner, please mail 
your payment as soon as possible.  

WHERE ARE YOU? 

WE KNOW YOU’RE THERE SOMEWHERE!! 

 

We’ve looked high and low, up and down, over, around and through—and still haven’t 
found someone willing to serve as Rear Commodore for this year. Fortunately, we’ve 
gotten through the “year-end” work because Nancy Kick volunteered to serve as Act-
ing Rear Commodore until a replacement could be found. But she doesn’t want to 
continue (and really can’t) because she had previously volunteered as Cruise Chair.  

 

And that’s something we should all think about and be grateful for—that one person 
was willing to take on two jobs to keep the club running. We’ve got more than 100 
members in SBYC, so truly, one person should not have to do two jobs and there 
must be someone out there who can handle the Rear Commodore duties.  

 

Is it possible you haven’t volunteered because you don’t really know what the Rear 
Commodore does? 

 

In short, he/she oversees membership—promoting membership within the club by 
encouraging existing members to recommend new people from among their friends 
and acquaintances; accepting new applications and notifying candidates of their ac-
ceptance; introducing and “inducting” new members at a dinner meeting or other 
club event and keeping the data base updated during the year. (This latter is done on 

WHERE ARE YOU?WHERE ARE YOU?WHERE ARE YOU?WHERE ARE YOU?    
bybybyby    

    

Pat Hillis, Past CommodorePat Hillis, Past CommodorePat Hillis, Past CommodorePat Hillis, Past Commodore    
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Greetings & Happy New Year! 
 
I hope you’re ready for a fun filled 2016. 
 
We’re kicking off the year with a cruise to Bell Harbor Marina. This cruise is coming 
right up the weekend of January 22-24. As of January 8 there are slips available and 
there’s still time to reserve your space. Call the Marina at (206) 787-3952 and tell 
them you’re with Shilshole Bay Yacht Club so they can group our club boats together.  
 
We’re planning a dinner at Anthony’s Bell Street Diner for Saturday night and would 
love to have you join us (by land or sea). I need to make the reservation, so please 
let me know by Friday, January 15th if you would like to come to dinner. You can 
email me cruisechair@shilshole-bayyc.org or call or email me at my number in the 
roster (I’m listed under Hahn.) A group is also planning dinner for Friday. Please con-
tact Pat Hillis for details if you would like to join them. 

Cruise ReportCruise ReportCruise ReportCruise Report    
bybybyby    

    

Nancy Kick, Cruise ChairNancy Kick, Cruise ChairNancy Kick, Cruise ChairNancy Kick, Cruise Chair    

  

an Excel sheet and I speak from experience when I say you don’t need to “know” Ex-
cel to be able to use it efficiently. Someone will show you how if you don’t know.)  

Perhaps most importantly, the Rear Commodore oversees the renewal process at the 
end of the year.  That means writing some short stories for the Rudderpost (or rewrit-
ing ones that have already been done) and finding some creative ways to keep the 
subject alive. That might be as simple as joining the check-in table at the dinner 
meeting during the last couple months of the year and asking people if they want to 
renew at that time. It might also mean sending out notices (basically form letters, al-
ready written) to members reminding them to pay.  

If you remember, the Board voted recently to do away with the “four-year commit-
ment” of the Flag Officer progression. So if you can find it in yourself to spend one 
year as Rear Commodore, there’s no further commitment and you’ll be doing a huge 
favor to the Club you presumably care about and enjoy.  
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Next up is our reimagined Wintery Wenatchee Weekend (formerly the Ski Cruise to 
Mission Ridge) February 26-28. Mike & Bonnie graciously organize this cruise and will 
share more details about the hotel and weekend plans in their article. This year in ad-
dition to skiing, I will be planning a wine tasting tour on Saturday for those of us who 
don’t ski. Wenatchee has some great wineries & tasting rooms and I’m really looking 
forward to exploring this area. Let us know if you are planning to attend so that we 
can coordinate activities. It should be a great time with fun for everyone. 
 
Except for the Rendezvous, the rest of this year’s official cruises are scheduled. We 
hope you can put them on your calendar. In addition to these annual events, I would 
like to encourage impromptu parties, cruises & raft ups throughout the year! I’m here 
to help if you have any ideas and want someone to bounce things off or help you 
with the logistics. Last summer’s Happy Hour on O Dock was super fun and easy to 
plan. Who’s next? I can help!  
 
I’ll be providing additional details in upcoming editions of the Rudderpost, but here’s 
the schedule to get you started… 
 
In March Sam & Dave Krause are once again hosting the annual Yellowfest Cruise to 
Blake Island. As is tradition, the cruise takes place Easter weekend with the main fes-
tivities on Saturday, March 26.  
 
Our Burger Burn this year will be May 21 at Blake Island. Don't worry; you won’t have 
to eat burnt burgers! 
 
The party of the year, the June Dinner Dance, will be June 11 at the Kingston Cove 
Yacht Club. It’s not too early to start thinking about making your moorage reserva-
tions at the Port of Kingston Marina (360) 297-3545. 
 
Poulsbo’s fireworks show on the 3rd of July is always a treat. Cruise on over to Liberty 
Bay to raft up and watch with your SBYC friends. 
 
The Rendezvous in the San Juans will be in late July or August. 
 
Our final cruise of the year is the Salmon Bake. It’s scheduled for Saturday, October 1 
at the Port of Brownsville Marina. 
 
All of our cruises are open to your friends and loved ones! Please don’t hesitate to 
bring people along. We are a welcoming and friendly group; our guests always have a 
good time! 
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I am honored to be your Cruise Chair and look forward to a wonderful year of cruising 
fun. If you have any feedback or questions about our current events or ideas for new 
cruise events, please don’t hesitate to contact me! 
 
 

WINTERY WENATCHEE CRUISE 

February 26 thru February 28 2016 

 

This weekend getaway to Wenatchee, WA will have something for all club members 
and guests. 

 

Downhill skiing at Mission Ridge, cross-country skiing in the Leavenworth and Lake 
Chelan area, and visiting wineries with wine tasting in Wenatchee and Lake Chelan. 

 

For this weekend, we recommend that club members and guests stay at the Coast 
Wenatchee Center Hotel (201 North Wenatchee Avenue, Wenatchee, WA 98801) 
Twenty rooms are available until January 30, 2016 at $109.00, including breakfast. 
Get your reservations right away in order to take advantage of this discount. Call the 
hotel directly @ 509-662-1234.    

 

We will meet at the indoor hot tub after all activities and later at the upstairs hotel 
bar for before dinner drinks (no host). After happy hour, we will gather at one of the 
club’s favorite restaurants. 

 

To RSVP so we can coordinate activities or for more information contact your Wintery 
Wenatchee Cruise chairman: 

Mike Thompson 

206-972-0750 

mike_thompson98199@yahoo.com 

Find us on Facebook at “SBYC” and Twitter @ShilsholeBayYC  

  WINTERY WENATCHEE CRUISEWINTERY WENATCHEE CRUISEWINTERY WENATCHEE CRUISEWINTERY WENATCHEE CRUISE    
bybybyby    

Micheal ThompsonMicheal ThompsonMicheal ThompsonMicheal Thompson    
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The New Year is upon us, and the newest SARC is now out – including a couple of er-

rors that include races that WBYC sponsor. In spite of my trying to get the corrections 

made, it was still wrong for the last two Snowbird races. The correct dates are Satur-

day November 12, and Saturday December 10. So, for those of you who care, please 

do a “pen in ink” correction on whatever you keep your racing event information on. 

 

Race three of the current Snowbird Series was held on Saturday, January 9. The wind 

was light, blowing between nothing and about five knots, mostly from the southeast. 

Twenty two boats were there for the fun, including Last Tango (Jim Geros), Breeze 

(Joe Bozick), and Corvo (Tom Kerr) from SBYC. 

 

The day was mostly uneventful, with the usual close maneuvering at the start, and 

three boats caught over early on the last start. (They all got back and restarted 

properly.)  

 

The Race Committee set a short course Start, Ballard entrance buoy, Meadow Point 

and back, twice around; a total distance of two miles per lap. 

Race ReportRace ReportRace ReportRace Report    
bybybyby    

Tom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race Chair    

 

Most of the boats in 

the Class C division a 

couple minutes after 

their start.. Light winds 

and a nice chill to the 

air made for a fairly un-

eventful start.  
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Name Tags and BurgeesName Tags and BurgeesName Tags and BurgeesName Tags and Burgees    
bybybyby    

Nancy Merson, QuartermasterNancy Merson, QuartermasterNancy Merson, QuartermasterNancy Merson, Quartermaster    

The next race is Snowbird #4, taking place on February 6, followed by the last Snow-

bird race on March 19. I hope some of you will come out and joins us, on your own 

boat, or, of course, as part of the Race Committee. 

  

 

Jim Geros and the crew 
of Last Tango as they 
cross the finish line 
right next to the com-
mittee boat. By this 
time the clouds and fog 
had given way to a nice 
sunny day. 

There will be a new system for getting your name tag at the next dinner meeting.  All 
name cards will be in an alphabetical file and the plastic card holding lanyards will be 
in the large plastic box. The SBYC member will need to get his or her card out of the 
file and place it in an empty plastic lanyard prior to the meeting and then replace the 
card in the file and the lanyard in the box at the end of the meeting. This will make it 
easier for me to handle losses of cards and holders, and less time involved in setting 
up the table prior to the meeting.  

 

There has been a request for a smaller size burgee from a club member.  Prestige 
Flag Company has notified me that they CAN make a smaller burgee. It will cost 
about $5 more per burgee if the order is for fewer than 20 burgees and the price has 
recently gone up for the fabric so that it will cost approximately $25 per bur-
gee.  Please notify me if you would like me to order one or more burgees in the 10" x 
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New MembersNew MembersNew MembersNew Members    
bybybyby    

Pat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, Commodore    

WELCOME TO BEN AND MICHELLE! 
 

The new year at SBYC got off to a good start with two new members joining this 
month.   

 

Ben LoBaugh and Michelle Klassen have joined the ranks. Michelle has been visible at 
a couple of club functions—the salmon bake in October, and a dinner meeting, but we 
were unable to catch up with her to get all her information for this issue of the Rud-
derpost. BUT, we’ll get with her before the January dinner meeting and you’ll meet 
her “formally” in person then. 

 

Ben has dived into the SBYC life by volunteering for Fleet Captain, a position that’s 
been empty for a few years now. He got the “sea bug” by crewing with Joe Bozick on 
Breeze, racing the Puget Sound races.   They met through Footloose, where both vol-

15" size and I will place an order for you.  The size of the burgee given to new mem-
bers is 12" x 18". 
 

There will be a new account set up for ordering merchandise with our club logo 
SOON!  I will be able to order the fleece caps with our logo and the name of our club 
this year, and make them a slighter smaller size.  See me if you would like to order a 
hat!  

 
 

 

If you show your mem-
bership card at the res-
taurant you will receive a 
10% discount on your bill!  

 

 

Burgee hanging at Doc's 
Restaurant on Bain-
bridge Island. 
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unteer.  

 

Originally from Chehalis, Ben moved to Seattle in 2012 and is the first in his family to 
get into boating. He’s a graduate of NW Nazarene University in Idaho and works for a 
web development company.  

  

He’s owner of Zippety Do Dah, called—informally—just plain Zippety, and his long 
range plan is to do “round the world type cruising.  

  

We’re proud to have both Ben and Michelle as members. Make sure you give them 
the good old SBYC welcome when you see them.   

 

 

 

Ben LoBaugh 
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T h e  R UDD ER POST  T h e  R UDD ER POST  is published September – May online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht 
Club.  Your submissions are encouraged. Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. 

Edit and verify your content before submission, per the guidelines. Contact vicecommo-
dore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions before Noon of the first Saturday of 
the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the Board Meeting, unless otherwise ar-
ranged, Sept. - May. May deadline is 12pm Friday before the June Dinner Dance reservation dead-
line.   

Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Find us: 

Online at www.shilshole-bayyc.org for club information and contacts, race results, and to register 
for events. 

On Facebook at “SBYC” or https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShilsholeBayYC 

On Twitter at https://twitter.com/ShilsholeBayYC (@ShilsholeBayYC) 

Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2016Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2016Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2016Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2016    
bybybyby    

Jewels Mellen, SecretaryJewels Mellen, SecretaryJewels Mellen, SecretaryJewels Mellen, Secretary    

Dinner Meetings 2016: 
 

 
 

Board Meetings 2016: 
 

 

1/16 2/16 3/16 4/16 5/16 9/16 10/16 11/16 12/16 

Jan 21 Feb 18 Mar 17 Apr 21 May 19 Sept 
15 

Oct 20 Nov 17 Dec 15 

1/16 2/16 3/16 4/16 5/16 9/16 10/16 11/16 12/16 

Jan 5 Feb 2 Mar 3 Apr 5 May 3 Aug 
30 

Oct 4 Nov 1 Nov 
29 

FACTOID! 

 

Did you know that SBYC Members receive a discount on many items at 
Fisheries Supply? Just show your membership card at check out and if a 
discount is available, they will apply it to your purchase. 


