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Dates for your Calendar for 2015:
April 4 - Yellow Fest

April 26

- Cruise to the Dock

June 13 - June Dinner Dance

July 29

- Rendezvous at Sucia

July 3

October 3

- Salmon Bake

- Poulsbo Fireworks

Commodore’s Corner By Pat Hillis
All it takes is a few sunny days
in Seattle to get the boating
blood flowing. Even though we
know we haven’t reached the
end of the rainy season, the
urge to get out on the water and
go someplace becomes over
powering when the sun hangs in
the sky a bit longer each day,
and the 4:30 darkness gives way
to sunsets that don’t come until
6, 6:30, 7 p.m., and later, as we get into summer.
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That late sunset is why I like Daylight Savings Time. What
great fun to get off work and meet friends down at the docks
for a sunset sail or cruise. Heading across Puget Sound to
Port Madison or Kingston with dinner packed in a cooler, a
light breeze blowing, the sails up or the motor humming
along is a perfect way to end a day. Those later daylight
hours, brought to you by DST, can be perfect for some relaxation on a spring or summer evening. (Which makes me wonder: Does anyone ever go out for a sunrise cruise before
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work? Is your breakfast packed in the cooler? Does it make
your day more “do-able” to get your relaxation in before the
day begins?)
It does seem, though, that many of us need a couple of weekends before spring boating to get our boats in shape. Bringing
them out of their winter habitat and getting them shaped up is
sometimes a daunting task. And then there is the truly onerous
job that we left undone when we put the boat up, thinking we
could better face that chore come spring.
One of the great things about SBYC is the array of boat-repair
talent we have within our membership. I can’t count the number of times people have offered to help us – or we’ve offered
to help others – who are faced with a problem that takes
someone else’s expertise, strength, advice or knowledge to
solve.
Only last week, several club members were at the Canal Boat
Yard helping friends get their boat ready to sell and it’s amazing how much faster and better the work goes when many
hands pitch in.
For April, Cruise Chair Sharon Clark has created a “Cruise to
the Dock” event - an invitation to spend the day or weekend at
the dock doing all that spring maintenance with the able assistance of fellow members if we get stuck on a project. In fact,
it’s a basic precept of SBYC that if you’re a member and can
help out, you will - just another twist to the “It Takes a Village”
concept.
The Cruise to the Dock will take place in late April - probably
the weekend of the 24-26, so watch your Rudderpost and
emails for more information on this fun and creative “cruise.”
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Race Report - Snowbird 5
March 7, 2015
By Tom Madden, Race Chair
There is only one Snowbird race left this season. I have rescheduled the race to occur
on March 21 to avoid a conflict with the Center Sound Series Scatchet Head race on
March 14. I believe there will be a couple of boats that cannot make it due to the
change, but there are nearly 15 boats that will. I hope the weather cooperates, and
is as sunny and nice as it is today.
Olele is not available that day, so Colin Shannon-Garvey has volunteered to make
Slow Dance available. If you are going to help me on the race committee that day,
be sure to show up at M dock.
With the snowbird series ending I am looking forward to a whole new season of
warmer weather and fun races. First up for me will be a fun sail and raft up next Saturday March14 with the Mountaineers. At the moment I seem to have a full boat,
and I am also helping to teach the class again this year. I hope my teaching efforts
may eventually lead to some of the students joining our club.
After that, next up is the Blakely Rock Benefit Race (BRBR) on April 4. This is one of
the “biggies” of the year, at least for me, and there are usually around 80 boats participating. I think the boat is already full, so I hope the weather will cooperate.

Sea Trek II and crew at the start of last
year’s Blakely Rock Benefit Race. This is
another charity race, and last year around
$5,000 was donated to the Ballard Food
Bank.

All for now, come out and join us for the race, or maybe I’ll see you on the BRBR, or
maybe one of the other SBYC fun events.
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Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, March 19, 2015
Anthony’s at Shilshole Bay
5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar - 7:00 pm Dinner

Topic: Day Hiking the San Juans and Gulf Islands
Speaker: Craig Romano

Come day hike the San Juan and Gulf Islands with award winning guidebook author,
Craig Romano. Drawing from his new release, Day Hiking The San Juans and Gulf Islands (The Mountaineers Books), Craig will be spotlighting some of the best hiking
destinations within the Salish Sea. The San Juan and Gulf Islands are a one-of-a-kind
natural landmark; a region divided by two countries, but sharing a common human,
cultural and natural history. Yet each island also retains its own identity — its own distinct atmosphere.
Craig hiked nearly a thousand miles on 28 islands researching this, his 12th book. Encompassing all of the ferry-accessible islands, Craig also includes trails on Anacortes /
Fidalgo Island, Tsawwassen / Point Roberts, and Victoria / Saanich Peninsula — the
Islands’ gateways. Come learn about fascinating trails within the new San Juan National Monument and Gulf Islands National Park Reserve. Discover trails on undeveloped islands; trails to secluded beaches, bays and coves; trails on rugged coastal
ledges and bluffs; and trails through magnificent old-growth forests that were old
even when George Vancouver sailed into the Salish Sea. Explore state and provincial
parks, nature preserves, historic sites, lighthouses, hill tops, and open bluffs that
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burst with wildflowers.
Craig looks forward to sharing with you some of his favorite trails and wild places
within the San Juan and Gulf islands.
Author Bio
Craig Romano is one of the most prolific trails writers in the Northwest having penned
over a dozen books covering the Olympic Peninsula, North Cascades, Eastern Washington, Idaho, and the Columbia River Gorge. His Columbia Highlands: Exploring
Washington’s Last Frontier was recognized in 2010 by Washington Secretary of State,
Sam Reed, and State Librarian, Jan Walsh, as a ‘Washington Reads’ book for its contribution to Washington’s cultural heritage. Craig is currently working on several other
books including a guide to Mount St Helens. His writings can also be regularly found
in several magazines and websites including, Seattle Met, Northwest Runner, Outdoors NW, Mountaineers Magazine, Washington Trails, VisitRainier.com, ScenicWA.com
and Hikeoftheweek.com. He lives with his wife, Heather, son Giovanni, and cats,
Giuseppe and Mazie in Skagit County, WA, close to the San Juans.

Quartermaster Report
Nancy Merson

DO NOT ORDER ANY MERCHANDIZE FROM THE ZAZZLE LINK ON OUR WEBPAGE!

We are terminating our contract with "Zazzle." The account cannot be transferred to
a new account from one owned by our previous quartermaster. I am investigating
another company to contract with to order this type of product with our club logo
soon and there will be a new link on our webpage. If any of you know of a company of this type that has a good reputation for quality goods, please let me know at:
nancymerson@gmail.com.
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Cruise Report
Sharon Clark, Cruise Chair

February was a very quiet month for cruising. Even though we have had a really
nice winter, it was still winter. Our cruising season will really get started the
weekend of April 4-5. That’s when Yellow Fest will occur at Blake Island. Jessie
Lundin will act as the surrogate hostess with Dave & Sam Krause organizing as
usual. It would be helpful and appreciated if anyone is able to head to Blake on
Thursday or Friday to help take up dock space. (Also giving anyone able to do so
extra bonus days at Blake Island!) If anyone is purchasing a State Parks Annual
Pass, remember that some of the money stays at Blake if the pass is purchased
there.
April will also have a “cruise to the docks” on Sunday, April 26. April will also
see us starting to work on the June Dinner Dance. Then, May 16 is the Burger
Burn and that kicks off summer! More information will be in next month’s Rudderpost.
Once again, we hope lots of you will get involved with our cruise program. We
are always looking for great ideas for cruising.

Photos from last year’s Yellow Fest on Blake Island.
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SKI Cruise 2015
Ski Cruise Chair, Mike Thompson
SBYC 2015 Ski Cruise
This year’s Ski Cruise to Schweitzer (Sandpoint, ID) was hailed by all as a great one,
even though the snow was almost nonexistent.
Those of us who wanted to ski were able to ski a few times, but mainly we all spent
time exploring the surrounding areas. We would all meet at the house on the lake we
rented for cocktails and dinner. Dinner was prepared each night by a different couple.
Sam and Dave prepared BBQ Ribs. Mike and Bonnie did Pulled Pork. Friday night, we
all met at the house for cocktails before walking to a great local Mexican restaurant
for dinner.
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Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates
Lynn McNulty, Secretary
Dinner Meetings 2015:
1/15

2/15

3/15

4/15

5/15

9/15

10/15

11/15

12/15

Jan 15

Feb 19

Mar 19

Apr 16

May 21

Sep 17

Oct 15

Nov 19

Dec 17

Board Meetings 2015:
1/15

2/15

3/15

4/15

5/15

9/15

10/15

11/15

12/15

Dec 30
2014

Feb 3

Mar 3

Mar 31

May 5

Sep 1

Sep 29

Nov 3

Dec 1

SBYC is Going Digital!
We are expanding our online presence, and we invite your participation. Of course,
you already know about our website, www.shilshole-bayyc.org, and many of you are
members of our Facebook group, https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShilsholeBayYC,
and now we’ve just launched the SBYC Twitter account, https://twitter.com/ShilsholeBayYC (@ShilsholeBayYC). Are you on Twitter? Follow us
for club updates in real-time! Stay tuned, as we will be investigating new and exciting
ways to revamp our online experience.

T h e R U D D E R P O S T is published September – June online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht
Club. Your submissions are encouraged.
Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. Edit and verify your content before submission, per the guidelines. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions before
Noon of the first Saturday of the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the Board
Meeting, unless otherwise arranged, Sept.—May. June deadline is 12pm Friday before the June Dinner Dance reservation deadline.
Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org
For club information and contacts, race results, and to register for events, please visit
www.shilshole-bayyc.org. Find us on Facebook at “SBYC” or Twitter at “@ShilsholeBayYC.”

