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As I write this, Opening Day has dawned bright and clear with
a promise of warm, sunny weather for the festivities and activities to come. At noon the parade of boats through the Montlake Cut will begin, and the summer sailing season will officially
start.
Opening Day has a long history in Seattle, dating back at least
96 years to 1920, when the first Montlake Cut boat parade
took place, although some Seattle Yacht Club old-timers have
spoken about a parade and regatta on Elliott Bay as early as
1913. It’s a day when we celebrate both our retro reminiscences of days gone by, with formality and pomp and circumstance, and a day when we celebrate the promise of salty,
summery days to come.
Shilshole Bay Yacht Club has our own promise of great summer
sailing ahead. In just two weeks we will gather once more on
the shores of Blake Island to “burn burgers” and enjoy some
“island time.”

A mere three weeks after that we meet again to feast, fete,
and dance the night away in Kingston, and as one board member recently put it, “let our freak flags fly.”
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Three week intervals is starting to sound like a theme. Three weeks after June Dinner
Dance, the boats will gather and raft in the center of Liberty Bay, among many others, to observe the national ritual of recognition for the founding of our great nation.

The festivities at the Liberty Bay Raft Up can seem almost like Opening Day again.

We have a bit more of a gap before the next club event – we have to leave you some
time for your own cruising! – but in August, club boats will converge once more. This
time a little farther afield: going north to the San Juan Islands for another raft up in
Garrison Bay, and then a few weeks later, for Labor Day we’ll go south to Quartermaster Harbor, at the south end of Vashon Island. We are covering the Sound this
year!
While Labor Day, for many, may mark the end of summer cruising, we’re still not
done, as just a month later we have our final big blowout of the season, the worldfamous (ok, SBYC-famous) Salmon Bake in Brownsville.
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And that’s not all, as September marks our big summer race, the TransPuget.

Just over a week from today we meet for our final dinner before the summer break,
but for many of us, that’s when the club’s activities really kick into high gear, with an
amazing cruise schedule. And, with the fantastic weather we’ve been enjoying this
spring, this just may be a summer for the record books. I, for one, plan to spend
quite a bit of it on the water.
Do you have big cruising plans this summer? Share them with us in our Facebook
Group! Still making your plans? Incorporate some of these great cruises into them!
This will be the last RudderPost for a few months, but you can stay up-to-date with
what the club is doing via our (private) Facebook Group
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShilsholeBayYC/),our public Facebook Page
(https://www.facebook.com/ShilsholeBayYC), and our Twitter feed
(https://twitter.com/ShilsholeBayYC)
See you on the water!

*Unfortunately, the late President Kennedy was not entirely accurate in his
quote, though it makes for a great soundbite. We have about 0.9% by weight
of salt in our blood, while seawater on average is about 3.5%.
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Next Dinner Meeting Tuesday, May 17, 2016
McCormick & Schmick’s Harborside/Lake Union
1200 Westlake Ave N in the AGC Building
5:30 pm Meet and Greet - 7:00 pm Dinner in the Banquet Room

Topic: “ A Childhood At Sea”
Speaker: Chris Powell
Chris Powell’s childhood sailing career began when he was just a baby and reached its
highpoint on his twelfth birthday aboard the Golden Vanity, a 40-foot home-built trimaran, in the middle of the Pacific High. In between were scores of adventures, a
few close scrapes, and nearly 7,000 sea miles. This presentation will include how it
all came to being, highlights of the journey, names and faces along the way, and a
few tales both short and tall.
Menu
Seasonal Mixed Field Greens Salad
Choice of:
Pan Seared Chicken Breast, Mushroom Marsala Cream
Or
Bourbon Grilled Salmon
Or
Penne Pasta with Roasted Vegetables and Alfredo Sauce
Includes:
Mashed Potatoes and Seasonal Vegetables with Protein Entrées
Coffee, Decaf, Hot Tea
Dinner selections are due by 9pm on Thursday, May 12th.
Note that the deadline for reservations is also the deadline for cancelling a previous reservation; otherwise the club will be charged for the meal.
Please respond with your choices to rearcommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org
Please have your check ready when you arrive at the door to help us expedite getting everybody
signed in; dinner price will be $35 per person. Note that we cannot accept credit/debit cards.
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Cruise Report
by
Nancy Kick, Cruise Chair

“The world’s favorite season is the spring. All things
seem possible in May.” — Edwin Way Teale
Greetings Fellow SBYCers!

Make your reservations
for June 10-12 in Kingston
360-297-3545

This is our last Rudderpost until Fall so I’d like to start by reminding you to mark your
calendars for our upcoming events! Also, be sure to join our SBYC Facebook group
for up to date info and reminders throughout the year.
May 21 - Burger Burn on Blake Island (more info to follow)
June 10-12 - Kingston Cruise and June Dinner Dance (more info to follow)
July 3 - Raft up in Liberty Bay for the Poulsbo 3rd of July Fireworks. The third is a
Sunday so I bet we’ll have a lot of people heading over earlier in the weekend. Let’s
be sure to coordinate so we know where to find the raft. Contact me at cruisechair@shilshole-bayyc.org and let me know when you’re heading over.
August 10 - Club Rendezvous Raft Up at Garrison Bay in the San Juan Islands. Let me
know if you think you’re coming so we can make sure to watch for you.
September 3-5 - Labor Day Cruise to Quartermaster Harbor hosted by Chris & Jewels.
October 1 - Salmon Bake at Brownsville Marina. Don’t wait to make your slip reservations, we have a block set aside for us, but you must make your own reservation. This
is a very popular marina and event, so don’t delay!
-------The Burger Burn is just around the corner on May 21. Mark your calendars now to
join us on Blake Island for a weekend of fun.
Please bring your favorite appetizer and beverage of choice to Happy Hour in the
Point Shelter at 4pm. We are planning a fun game to help us to get to know one another better. You won’t want to miss it (there will be prizes!) After Happy Hour we will
have a pot luck dinner back up at the shelter starting at 6:30. Please bring your main
dish/something to grill and a side dish to share with the group. Also make sure to
bring your own reusable plates, cups and utensils.
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As a reminder, we are inviting our friends at CAPS (the Catalina Association of the Puget Sound) to join us, and from what I understand they are hoping to outnumber
SBYC members! So let’s make sure to represent, and because we are likely to see new
faces, please remember to be friendly and welcoming.
If you can, please plan to arrive early, as dock space at Blake Island is first come, first
served. It will be great to get maximum dock space and, of course, we can raft out
from there. Please also bring firewood for the BBQ on Saturday. Remember, Blake Island offers no garbage service. So if you bring it there, plan to take it home to dispose
of it.
As enticement for you to come early, for those of you who are able to be there Friday
evening, your Big Shot Cruise Chair will be celebrating The Entertainer, Billy Joel, with
a listening party on Carpe Diem. No need to be The Entertainer, come Just The Way
You Are. No Pressure.
Make your reservations for June 10-12 in Kingston 360-297-3545
June Kingston Cruise & Dinner Dance
Our June 10-12 cruise to Kingston promises a boatload (more like SEVERAL boatloads) of fun for you and your friends. Make your reservation with the Kingston Marina
TODAY by calling (360) 297-3545. Be sure to tell the Marina that you are with SBYC
so they can try to group us together. We almost always have competition for slips so
DO NOT DELAY. Get your moorage reservation today!
We will kick off the weekend with a pot luck Happy Hour on Friday at 5pm at one of
the shelters on the dock. On Saturday, in addition to the Dinner Dance prep at KCYC,
there is a Farmer’s Market from 9am - 2pm. This wonderful market is steps from the
ferry and pretty much the only thing between the marina and the Kingston Yacht
Club. It offers delicious food, beautiful crafts and wonderful music in the air. Kingston
has restaurants and coffee shops and lots of activity within a block of the marina.
The main event of the weekend is our "June Dinner Dance at the SBYC Cantina.” We
will begin the party with Happy Hour at 5pm on Saturday. Dinner will start at 6:30pm
and dancing at 8pm. This is an all-inclusive party for the low, low price of $40 per person. It includes Margaritas and snacks followed by a fantastic and delicious Taco Bar,
with beer and wine, all topped off with dancing the night away with music by The Dog
Tones. More details and an official invitation will be sent for this event and RSVP is required. If you have any questions or would like to help out, please contact me at
cruisechair@shilshole-bayyc.org. You can also just show up at KCYC on Saturday and
someone will put you to work! We always have a great deal of fun cleaning up the
clubhouse on Sunday morning as well.
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It’s a full weekend of fun to kick off the summer boating season. We hope to see you
there!
NOTE:
The planning committee has made a commitment to reducing our waste, especially
with regard to single use/disposable plastic items. We will be inviting members to
bring their own margarita, wine, or/and water glasses. In addition, we will be making
or purchasing reusable or compostable/biodegradable products when possible. Please
consider joining us in our mission. If you have any ideas please don’t hesitate to contact me.

SBYC BURGEE

Going on vacation?
Thinking of visiting another Yacht Club or boating destination?
Please consider taking an SBYC burgee with you to leave with them.
Let’s make our SBYC mark around the world!
You may contact our Quartermaster and arrange to get a “give away”
burgee from her.
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SBYC Labor Day Purple Passion Cruise
Report
by
Chris Powel and Jewels Mellon
Join your club members for the first official SBYC Labor Day Weekend Cruise to
Quartermaster Harbor, September 3-5. There will be a raft up in the cove at the
Dockton County Park, with the first arrivals picking a good spot for the assembled
raft. Parkland includes over 400 acres and 9 miles of trails so we’ll have ample opportunity to get out and stretch our legs a little.
Since we have a Yellowfest Cruise, we thought it would be loads of fun to make this
the Purple Passion Cruise so get your purple on and wear it/fly it proudly:
Wear it, dye it, paint it, fly it…
Whatever you do - make sure you buy it!
And NEVER, EVER go on a purple diet.
Helms Alee – is that purple I see!?!
Here are a few purple ideas – hats, scarves, ties, sandals, socks, burgees, balloons,
flowers… anything purple will do - no pressure, just come and enjoy the fun! Word
has it that there might be a contest to see who can make the best purple cocktail!
If you have questions, you can email cruisechair@shilshole-bayyc.org.
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Race Report
by
Tom Madden, Race Chair
OK, so there is not much new on the racing front for SBYC, but, the racing season is
upon us!
A couple of weeks ago the ‘Clipper Round the World’ Race boats were in town, with
most of them moored at Bell Harbor. I went down to the docks a couple of times, and
once stood in line long enough to get on board one of the boats that was having an
“open house.” In case you did not hear about them, they are a group of twelve - 70’
racing boats with a crew of about 20 people per boat. They have one professional
skipper, and the rest of the crew is people that have paid to join them on at least one
leg (about 1/8 of the way around the world) and paid about $7,500 to be trained, and
about that much again for each leg they sail. Age runs from about 18 to 73 years
young. Of course they are all in pretty good shape after training for two months.
My friend, Lori, also snagged baseball tickets that had a block of seats reserved for
the sailors, so we went to a game and sat with about 100 of them. What a wonderful
treat to get to talk to a few of them. They are mostly from London or Sidney BC, and
were very happy to chat with us.
My friend, Lori, in the denim jacket at the M’s game.
Behind Lori was a couple
from Texas, and beside her
was a lady named Ruth from
London. Ruth had about 10
of her friends along, and
they seemed unfazed by the
price of the $10 beers. We
did have a very nice chat
with them. Later a crewman
named Matt came and chatted about the 100’ wave
that knocked them down
during a close encounter off
Japan with a hurricane – no
thanks!
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On the day they left, we hopped on my friend Alan’s boat “Blue Fin” and motored
down to Bell Harbor to join the flotilla and see them off. We saw several boat we
knew, including Ken Chin on Kowloon, and Pat and Jerry on Olele. Even though there
was no wind, they still hoisted their sail and paraded around the waterfront, and put
on a mock race for all the spectators on shore and on the boats that came out to see
them off.

Above: The clipper visited Seattle as she motored out of Bell Harbor. We were able to motor right up next
to them, often less than 50 feet from the crew. We said ‘Hi,’ and wished good luck to Ruth and her
friends, and later to Matt, as they motored past us.
Below: the “parade” of boats as they made their way down the waterfront. Everyone decked out in their
boat’s colored outfits, much as they would wear over the next month as they race their way down the
coast to Panama.
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You can check them out, and monitor their progress as they make their way from
Tatoosh Island near Neah Bay to Panama. Then after traversing the canal, race up
to New York.
www.clipperroundthe world.com
On a more local front, the Ballard Cup races have started, and several of the SBYC
boats are entered into the first series. Besides myself on Sea Trek II, there is Joe
Bozick on Breeze, Ken Chin on Kowloon, Jim Geros on Last Tango, and Tom Kerr on
Corvo. Only one race is complete so far, so it’s too early in the series to make any
predictions.
Maybe next month we will have some winners to write about.

Photo from Clipper Round the World Race facebook page..
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SBYC Launches Facebook Page!
by
Matt Fraser, Commodore

SBYC Launches Facebook Page!
Have you checked us out on Facebook yet? In addition to our Facebook Group, which
many of you have already joined, SBYC now has a public Facebook Page. What’s the
difference, you may ask?
The Facebook Group is private. The world cannot see what we share within the
group, only group members can. Shortly we will be restricting group access to current
club members only (at the moment it is more like “members and friends”), so you
can be assured when you share your photos and moments there, that will go only to
other club members. All Group members (in other words, all club members) can post
stories, comments, and photos to the Group.
The Facebook Page, however, is very public. Like our website and our Twitter feed,
the Page is our public face to the world, and a way of getting our message out, and
potentially attracting new members. Posts to the page are, for the most part, controlled by a handful of SBYC board members (your Commodore, Vice Commodore,
Rear Commodore/Cruise Chair, Race Chair, Fleet Captain, and Webmaster), though
the general public can comment on our posts, send us messages, and generally interact with us.
Please check it out, and while you’re there, “like” it! Every “like” counts, as having
more, increases our visibility to the rest of the web, and the rest of the world. Share
the Page with your friends on Facebook and encourage them to like it as well, especially those who enjoy boating. This is an ongoing message we want to spread as
widely as we can.
Visit the Page at https://www.facebook.com/ShilsholeBayYC
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Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates 2016
by

Jewels Mellen, Secretary
Dinner Meetings 2016:
Jan 21

Feb 18

Mar 17

Apr 19

May 17

Sep 20

Oct 18

Nov 15 Dec 20

Board Meetings 2016:
1/16

2/16

3/16

4/16

5/16

9/16

10/16

11/16

12/16

Jan 5

Feb 2

Mar 3

Apr 5

May 3

Sep 6

Oct 4

Nov 1

Dec 6

NOTE
Did you know that SBYC Members receive a discount on many items at Fisheries Supply? Just show your membership card at check out and if a discount is available, they
will apply it to your purchase.

T h e R U D D E R P O S T is published September – May online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht
Club. Your submissions are encouraged. Font Tahoma 14 is used for text.
Edit and verify your content before submission, per the guidelines. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions before Noon of the first Saturday of
the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the Board Meeting, unless otherwise arranged, Sept. - May. May deadline is 12pm Friday before the June Dinner Dance reservation deadline.
Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Find us:
Online at www.shilshole-bayyc.org for club information and contacts, race results, and to register
for events.
On Facebook at “SBYC” or https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShilsholeBayYC
On Twitter at https://twitter.com/ShilsholeBayYC (@ShilsholeBayYC)

