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Commodore’s Corner   By Pat HillisCommodore’s Corner   By Pat HillisCommodore’s Corner   By Pat HillisCommodore’s Corner   By Pat HillisCommodore’s Corner   By Pat HillisCommodore’s Corner   By Pat HillisCommodore’s Corner   By Pat HillisCommodore’s Corner   By Pat Hillis 

Some things to ponder: 
 

3.14% of sailors are Pi Rates. 
 
Seagulls fly over the sea be-
cause if they flew over the bay, 
they’d be bagels! 
 
Pirates pay a buck-an-ear for 
their piercings.  
  

Pirating is addictive because, they say, once ye lose yer first 
hand, ye get hooked. 

 
OK, OK, I hang around second graders when I can, but I 
thought we needed to start off the month with a bit of light-
heartedness, because we’re now coming into the most serious 
part of our SBYC year. 
 
We have a great club. Our members are fun, knowledgeable, 
helpful, enthusiastic and willing to help out with cruises and 
races. Why, then, do we have so much trouble recruiting 
members to serve as officers? 
 
At the last dinner meeting, Matt Fraser put out a call for vol-
unteers to begin serving in 2016. Unfortunately, since then 

 

RUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOSTRUDDERPOST        
S h i l s h o l e  B a y  Y a c h t  C lS h i l s h o l e  B a y  Y a c h t  C lS h i l s h o l e  B a y  Y a c h t  C lS h i l s h o l e  B a y  Y a c h t  C l u b  u b  u b  u b      

 

2015 Dates for your Calendar: 

Oct 3     - Salmon Bake, Brownsville 
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2015 Officers & 
Volunteers 

 

Commodore 

Pat Hillis 

Vice Commodore 

Matt Fraser 

Rear Commodore 

Jim Geros 

Secretary 

Lynne McNulty 

Treasurer 

Rick Krause 

Past Commodore 

Joe Bozick 

Directors at Large 

Anne Girvin 

Colin Shannon-Garvey 

Race Chair 

Tom Madden 

Cruise Chair 

Sharon Clark 

Fleet Captain 

* OPEN * 

Quartermaster 

Nancy Merson 

Race Protest Chair 

Ken Chin 

PHRF Handicapper 

Larry Clark 

PHRF Director 

Micheal Thompson 

Committee Boat 

Jerry Hillis 

Webmaster 

David Horn 

Rudderpost  

Pauline Bruce 

Contributing Editor 

Sally Rawlings 

Jim Geros, rear commodore, has reluctantly told us he will not 
be able to continue his ascent through the officer positions, so 
we are now in need of Rear and Vice Commodores. Lynne 
McNulty, who has served as Secretary for many years would 
like to take a break, so we have that position to fill also. And 
then there’s the Cruise Chair position so ably filled by Sharon 
Clark this year. And then Fleet Captain, a post that has been 
unfilled for the past five years. It’s an important one, because 
it backs up the Race Chair. Without an assistant, the race pro-
gram is in the hands of one person. Tom Madden has taken it 
on for a number of years—but would like to race his own boat, 
which he can’t do without someone else helping out. 
 
All this to say that SBYC needs you! The jobs aren’t difficult, 
nor are they all that time consuming. And believe it or not, 
they are fun. There’s a lot of room for your own creativity, and 
you have leeway to additionally define or refine your role. Plus 
you have a hand in directing where you think the Club should 
be going. 
 
Have you ever talked to any of the officers to find out exactly 
what they do and how much time they spend each month on 
Club business? Any one of them would be happy to fill you in - 
truthfully! - about the commitment. It can’t be all that bad, 
since Matt who has already gone through all the chairs, volun-
teered last year to take over the Vice Commodore position for 
the second time - and will be our next Commodore - again for 
his second time. And there are others in the Club who have 
volunteered for pretty much every position and some have vol-
unteered for the same position multiple times. 
 
We will have our nominating committee appointed in the next 
couple of weeks and they will be approaching you about serv-
ing. Please don’t just turn them down. Think about it. Talk to 
the current officers - or past - and then determine where and 
how you can make a difference, because you really can and we 
need you.   
 
If we want SBYC to survive, to be a strong presence in the lo-
cal boating community, and to continue to provide the “fun on 
the water” experiences, the dinner meetings, the dock parties, 
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the cruises and entertainment that we already do, it’s up to you to help us out.  
 

Please say yes! 
 

 

         Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, Next Dinner Meeting Thursday, October 15, 2015October 15, 2015October 15, 2015October 15, 2015    

Anthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole BayAnthony’s at Shilshole Bay    

5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  5:00 pm Happy Hour in the bar  ----    7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner 7:00 pm Dinner     
 

          Topic: Race to Alaska! 

 

   Speakers: Joe Cline, Editor, 48° North Magazine 
       Matt Steverson, Team Elsie Piddock, Winner of R2AK 

Squalls! Freighters! 20 mph currents! Grizzly bears! 

 

It’s like the Iditarod… on a boat. 

 

On June 4th 35 boats set out from Port Townsend to race 750 miles to Ketchikan in 
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the inaugural run of what now appears to be the annual Race to Alaska (R2AK), or-
ganized by the Northwest Maritime Center. Only 15 finished North America’s longest 
human- and wind-powered race, and a new tradition was born. Among the finishers 
were multihulls and monohulls, fiberglass hulls and wooden hulls, sailboats and… 
rowboats! 

 

The rules were simple: no engines, self-supported, $10,000 
for 1st place, a set of steak knives for 2nd. Before the first 
day was done, masts were lost and teams began dropping 
out. Along the way some boats would smash their way 
through walls of headwinds and steep seas, while 100 miles 
away others were completely becalmed and breaking out 
the oars. 

Joe Cline, Managing Editor at 48° North, covered the race in 
depth for the magazine. He describes himself as one part 
reporter and 10 parts fan, and his enthusiasm for the event 
is palpable. Come join us October 15th when Joe regales us 
with tales of derring-do on the high seas of British Columbia 
and Alaska! 

 

Matt Steverson was one of the three crew aboard the Farrier 
25c trimaran, Elsie Piddock, that won the inaugural Race to 
Alaska. Arriving in Ketchikan in under six days, Team Elsie 
Piddock blew expectations and the competition out of the 
water, and are proud to say that they arrived better friends 
than when they left. And, if they had their way, they would 
have turned around and sailed home! 

 

Note: Dinner selections this month will be due back on Sunday at 6:00pm. This is a 
change from prior months.` 
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It is with great sadness that SBYC has learned of the death of Maxine Bailey, a long-
time member who passed away September 7 in Seattle.  

 

Maxine and her husband, Larry, have been club members for 45 years and spent 14½ 
years sailing around the world on their 41-foot sailboat Shingebiss II, where they vis-
ited 72 countries, all the oceans and all continents. In 2006, they received the Cruis-
ing World of America’s Far Horizons Award for their efforts, and were noted for their 
“self-sufficiency, seamanship, sense of adventure, and interest in other cultures.” Over 
the years, they made several presentations about their adventures at SBYC dinner 
meetings.  

 

Maxine’s obituary in the Seattle Times, said, “She had 83 inspired years of life lived 
with enthusiasm, 60 years of marriage to the man of her dreams, and always encour-
aged her children by example to live full lives with integrity, energy and love. All of us 
feel a huge void in our hearts, but carry her love of living forward to give to others.  

 

A memorial will be held at Seattle Yacht Club on Sunday, October 11, at 2 p.m.  

 

SBYC extends its deepest sympathies to the Bailey Family.  

MAXINE BAILEY, LONGMAXINE BAILEY, LONGMAXINE BAILEY, LONGMAXINE BAILEY, LONG----TIME MEMBER, DIESTIME MEMBER, DIESTIME MEMBER, DIESTIME MEMBER, DIES    
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Reminder:  This weekend is the annual Salmon Bake at Brownsville! 

  
Our wonderful summer is winding down into fall.  And so far, fall has been pretty nice 
as well.  Now if we can have just one more nice weekend!   
 
Hopefully, as the Rudderpost comes out, many of you are in Brownsville at the final 
cruise of the year – the Salmon Bake.  The end of the cruising season is the perfect 
time for sharing tales of our summer cruises, feasting on salmon and our usual boun-
tiful potluck and singing along with the guitars of Dave Krause and Joe Bozick.   
 
Brownsville has been a great location for the salmon bake since we moved from Blake 
Island where its popularity made it difficult to schedule the event.  And with any luck, 
we may have some photos of the salmon bake in the November Rudderpost along 
with a detailed report.  
  
Over the winter it will be time to start planning SBYC cruises for 2016.  We’re hoping 
that SBYC members will come forward with suggestions to make next years cruising 
even more fun.  This year’s “big” events seemed to be the June Dinner Dance and 
surprisingly, the winter cruise to Bell Harbor and hopefully, the salmon bake.  Some of 
the cruises were definitely “intimate.”  (With only two boats, there’s certainly no ex-
cuse to not get well acquainted with your fellow cruisers.)   
 
The cruise to “O” dock at Shilshole planned by Nancy Kick was a big success!   
 
Although it’s impossible to come up with cruise dates that work for everyone, the 
more input we get for planning the cruises, the more likely we are to be successful. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Cruise ReportCruise ReportCruise ReportCruise Report    
bybybyby    

    

Sharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise ChairSharon Clark, Cruise Chair    

  

 

 

Anyone know whose glasses these are? Someone left 
them on Olele at the June Dinner Dance. Contact Pat or 
Jerry Hillis if they’re yours. If you can’t see them clearly, 
they probably are.  
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Saturday September 19 was the date for the SBYC TransPuget Race. Again this year, 
all proceeds from the event go to support the Footloose Sailing Association, which is a 
charity that supports sailing for disabled people, many of whom are veterans. This 
year we had 22 boats participate, and will be sending a check to Footloose for nearly 
$1400!  

 

Again this year, we had only one cruising boat register, so when they agreed to sail 
with the slower racing boats, we had three classes of about 7 boats each. The wind 
was forecast to be light that day, but the evening before the event, they changed it to 
moderate wind from the south. 

 

The day of the event the winds filled in from the south, and now the forecast called 
for winds 15 to 20 knots. The race committee decided to send the boats around 
Blakely Rock and back, via the Meadow Point Buoy. The racers got off without inci-
dent, but there were a couple of close encounters right after the start of the first 
class. Although it was exciting to watch, nobody swapped fiberglass, and I did not see 
any protests.  

TransPuget RaceTransPuget RaceTransPuget RaceTransPuget Race    
September 19, 2015September 19, 2015September 19, 2015September 19, 2015    

Tom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race Chair    

 

In the center: Breeze, skippered by 
Past Commodore, Joe Bozick, at the 
first start, threading his way through 
the first class start on port tack. On his 
left is Lady Too, skippered by Damon 
Darley, who, moments later, had to 
quickly tack to port to avoid another 
boat. The other boat had tacked earli-
er, had issues and ended up not mov-
ing right in front of them. A close en-
counter for sure, but nobody made 
contact, and no protests brought to 
the race committee. 

Photo by Lori Midttun.  
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Overall, the fastest boat on the course that day was Last Tango, skippered by our 
own Rear Commodore Jim Geros. Congratulations Jim!  

 

Haulouts went to each of the boats that finished first in their class.   

 

Many other wonderful prizes, donated by many of the local vendors and sail lofts in 
the greater Seattle Area, were raffled off. Our humble thanks to all of them for their 
generous support of our biggest sponsored race. 

 

Tom Madden Race Chair, 

S/V Sea Trek II 

A few hours later we could see the spinnakers coming back around West Point, and 
every boat that started managed to finish. There were some very close races, with 
most boats correcting out just a couple minutes apart. One exception was in the “C” 
class, were the first and second place boats were separated by only one second! 

 

Moose Unknown, a J-105, dusting off the stern of the 
committee boat at the second start, right behind Last Tan-
go at the start. They finished third in class behind  the other 
J-105, Last Tango, skippered by Jim Geros, and another 
SBYC boat, Corvo, skippered by Tom Kerr.  

 

A beautiful day for a race, with more than enough wind, 
nice temperatures and no rain! 
 
 

Photo by Lori Midttun.  
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The last major race of the year is only a few days away. It is the Foulweather Bluff 
Race sponsored by the Corinthian Yacht Club of Edmonds. (www.cycedmonds.org) 
This race usually draws about 100 boats.  There are two courses planned: boats rated 
180 or faster will sail the 26 mile course, and the slower boats will sail the 18 mile 
course.  If the winds are forecast to be light, there are provisions for shorter courses. 
 
This race is a favorite of many sailors, featuring a fairly long course, tides, currents, 
wind shifts, and some of the nicest trophies awarded in the Puget Sound area.  We 
have done this race over the past 20 years, and have had conditions ranging from 
beautiful sunny skies with nice breezes, to no wind at all, to rainy and snotty with 
gusts of 45 knots.  

Foul Weather Bluff RaceFoul Weather Bluff RaceFoul Weather Bluff RaceFoul Weather Bluff Race    
September 19, 2015September 19, 2015September 19, 2015September 19, 2015    

Tom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race ChairTom Madden, Race Chair    

Boats at the start from 
the 2011 FWB race. A 
fairly calm day, nice 
weather, and no issues, 
crashes, or anything 
other than a fun day to 
be on the water! 
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Membership Dues Due!Membership Dues Due!Membership Dues Due!Membership Dues Due!    
bybybyby    

Pat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, CommodorePat Hillis, Commodore    

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES DUE! 

DO IT NOW! 

 

It’s hard to believe, but 2016 is just around the corner (and if you don’t believe it, 
check in at Costco, now selling Christmas decorations) which means we’re gearing up 
for our annual SBYC membership renewal drive.  

 

This can be so easy. Renewals are $70. You can pay by check, by cash, by snail mail, 
or you can pay it at one of our next three dinner meetings.  Elsewhere in this issue of 
the Rudderpost, you will find a renewal form which you can print out and submit with 
your payment.  

 

As we do the renewals, we use the information provided by you on the form to make 
sure our records are accurate and that your listing in the 2016 Membership Roster will 
also be accurate.   

 

And just so you know, one member has already paid her 2016 dues—so let’s have a 
race against being the last person to pay!  
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Thank you for renewing your SBYC membership!  Please complete this informa�on form and return it with your dues.  In order to 

be listed in the 2016 Membership Roster, your dues must be received by December 17, 2015.  Please make your check payable to 

“SBYC” and write “2016 Membership” on the memo line.  Send this completed form and payment to: 

Shilshole Bay Yacht Club 

A�n:  Rear Commodore 

2442 NW Market St, # 98 

Sea�le, WA  98107 

You can also pay dues at the October, November or December Dinner Mee�ngs.  Prompt payment will be appreciated.  Accurate 

and �mely comple�on of this form insures that the Roster will be accurate, that you will receive the Rudderpost newsle0er, and 

that your membership card is printed promptly and correctly.   

Membership Dues for 2016 (check all boxes that apply) 

 

 

Contact Information (required, please print clearly). Also, please note that the Rudderpost will be sent to your Email Address. 

Member 1     Member 2 

 

Boat Information (if applicable) 

 

 

Since the success of our club is based on everyone’s participation, volunteering is encouraged and expected. Please plan to lend a 

hand. 

I/We will volunteer for:    __Races     ___Crewing      ___Cruises      ___Special Events     ___Wherever needed  

�  Senior   $70 covering up to two individuals 

�  Intermediate   $35 per person, ages 18 through 29  

�  Cruising   $10 covering two individuals 

�  Junior   $10 per person, ages 10 through 17 

First and Last Name   

Address 

 

 

 

 

Phone  

Home: 

 

Mobile:  

Home: 

 

Mobile:  

E-mail   
  

Boat Name  Boat Type        �  Sail          � Power    

PHRF Ra6ng  Make  

Moorage Loca6on  Year  

 
SHILSHOLE BAY YACHT CLUB 

Membership Renewal Form  
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T h e  R UDD ER POST  T h e  R UDD ER POST  is published September – May online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht 
Club.  Your submissions are encouraged. 

Font Tahoma 14 is used for text. Edit and verify your content before submission, per the guide-
lines. Contact vicecommodore@shilshole-bayyc.org for guidelines. Send submissions before 
Noon of the first Saturday of the month. Publication date is the first Monday following the Board 
Meeting, unless otherwise arranged, Sept.—May. May deadline is 12pm Friday before the June Din-
ner Dance reservation deadline.   

Send submissions to Rudderpost@shilshole-bayyc.org 

For club information and contacts, race results, and to register for events, please visit 
www.shilshole-bayyc.org. Find us on Facebook at “SBYC” or Twitter at “@ShilsholeBayYC.” 

Board Meeting and Dinner Meeting DatesBoard Meeting and Dinner Meeting DatesBoard Meeting and Dinner Meeting DatesBoard Meeting and Dinner Meeting Dates    
bybybyby    

Lynne McNulty, SecretaryLynne McNulty, SecretaryLynne McNulty, SecretaryLynne McNulty, Secretary    

Dinner Meetings 2015: 
 

 
 

Board Meetings 2015: 
 

 

1/15 2/15 3/15 4/15 5/15 9/15 10/15 11/15 12/15 

Jan 15 Feb 19 Mar 19 Apr 16 May 21 Sep 17 Oct 15 Nov 19 Dec 17 

1/15 2/15 3/15 4/15 5/15 9/15 10/15 11/15 12/15 

Dec 30 
2014 

Feb 3 Mar 3 Mar 31 May 5 Sep 1 Sep 29 Nov 3 Dec 1 

SBYC is Now Digital! 
 

We are expanding our online presence, and we invite your participation. Of course, 
you already know about our website, www.shilshole-bayyc.org, and many of you are 
members of our Facebook group, https://www.facebook.com/groups/ShilsholeBayYC, 
and now we’ve just launched the SBYC Twitter account, - 

https://twitter.com/ShilsholeBayYC (@ShilsholeBayYC). Are you on Twitter? Follow us 
for club updates in real-time! Stay tuned, as we will be investigating new and exciting 
ways to revamp our online experience. 


