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Wow, what a wet and cold March!  Some new records 
were set in the Pacific Northwest.   From now through  
summer,  we will be getting significantly more solar 
radiation.  Just think of it this way, the end of March 
has the same sunlight intensity as mid-September!  
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This is just in time, since we have already started SBYC’S 
boating events.  Yellow Fest is the first weekend in April, 
followed by Opening Day, the “Get on the Water” mem-
bership drive, and the Burger Burn, in May.  And, then 
there will be the highly anticipated June Dinner Dance.  
The theme this year will definitely be a lot of fun (find 
out more in the Cruise report below).  The planning 
committee is sure to put on another memorable dinner 
and dance. 
 
T37s 
I totally fell in love with Will Lesh’s model T37 RC sail-
boats at the March dinner meeting.  It would be great to 
get a fleet of these radio-controlled model boats in the 
club and compete with other clubs in the area.  I think 
we may be the only club around not yet competing in 
these races.  Perhaps we can reschedule the SBYC-PMYC 
challenge cup as a T37 race.  We may need to update 
the race charter, but at least we wouldn’t need a Coast 
Guard permit. 
 
If we order at least six T37s as a group, we can get a 
$50 discount per boat.  Contact me if you’re interested, 

and I will arrange a group order 
for the discount.  I think there 
were at least four people inter-
ested at the dinner meeting. 
 
Opening Day Parade 
We still need more SBYC boats to 
participate in the SYC Opening 
Day parade (May 5).   Contact 

me by April 13 to be a part of the SBYC “Spirit” group.  
Last year was the first time I participated in this event, 
and I had so much fun I couldn’t wait to do it again this 
year.  It’s easy to do from Shilshole Bay Marina in one 
day. 
 
Get on the Water YC Membership Drive 
SBYC is participating in a cooperative membership drive 
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on Saturday, May 12, 2012 at Shilshole Bay Marina.  The goal is to intro-
duce a large number of people to the thrills and excitement of boating in the 
Puget Sound and the benefits of belonging to a yacht club.   
 
By banding together with other local yacht clubs, we will showcase the rich, 
diverse variety of boating clubs in this area that appeal to a wide range of in-
terests. Each club has a lot to offer, yet getting the information out to the 
wider community can be challenging. Thus, the idea for the Get on the Wa-
ter membership drive. It’s a great opportunity for SBYC to advertise our bene-
fits such as racing, family boating, cruising, youth sailing, dinners, boater edu-
cation, etc. 
 
SBYC and other clubs will have dock space on Docks W - X for boats to take 
people out for a short sail.  We will also have a booth in the parking lot north 
of the CYC clubhouse to display banners and burgees, provide information, 
etc. If you would like to volunteer your boat for rides or help run the SBYC 
booth, please contact Jennifer Krause or me. 
 
At the end of the event, all participating yacht clubs are invited to a potluck 
party with live music! This will be a great opportunity for members from the 
various yacht clubs to mingle and get to know each other.  Boats on Docks W - 
X can stay overnight. 
 
New Web Site 
The club’s web site will be undergoing some changes this month as we move 
to a new hosting service.  Robert Blaylock and I will be transferring the web 
site, club documents, and data before the end of April.  The SBYC web site will 
have the same web address, so no need to change any of your bookmarks or 
links.   
 
May the winds and currents be ever in your favor. 
 
David Horn, Commodore 
commodore@shilshole-bayyc.org 

 
 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Please join club members Ken Greff and Kirk Doyle at the April dinner meeting for a 

look at some slides and discussion about their travel around Vancouver Island.   Ken 

has made the trip on nine different occasions, and Kirk completed his first during this 

past summer.    

Ken and Kirk will address questions such as “Why do this?”  “How much time do we 

need?”  “How will we communicate?”  “What navigation tools do we need?”  “How 

about anchoring?”  “What equipment should be onboard?”  They will talk about sailing 

strategies, rigging suggestions, and opinions on where to go.   

We all share a sense of adventure in boating.  Circumnavigating Vancouver Island is a 

big time world-class adventure that sits right at our doorstep.   

Join us for the vicarious thrill of sharing an adventure, or maybe get the stimulation to 

start your own plan, or even get the last little kick you needed to go and DO IT.   

Either way, it is sure to be a fun evening with Ken and Kirk. 

Around Vancouver Island Presentation Around Vancouver Island Presentation Around Vancouver Island Presentation Around Vancouver Island Presentation     
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When cell phones don’t workWhen cell phones don’t workWhen cell phones don’t workWhen cell phones don’t work         By Kirk Doyle By Kirk Doyle By Kirk Doyle By Kirk Doyle    
    

Kris and I circumnavigated Vancouver Island during the summer of 2011.   This is a 

fantastic, out of this world, over the top kind of a trip.  We went counterclockwise starting with 

the Gulf Islands, as scenic and comfortable, in their own way as our beloved San Juan Islands.  

Then we skirted the Whiskey Gulf naval exercise area and crossed the Strait of Georgia to the 

Sunshine Coast of BC.  Next was Desolation Sound, an area of stunning beauty and a place 

where you really can swim in reasonably warm water.  In July/August when we made this trip, 

there were significant crowds up to this point. Once in the Broughtons, things changed.  There 

were fewer people, fewer mountains, gazillions of islands and we started to feel a sense of 

wildness.   

This is how wild…we shared an anchorage with an old time fisherman who claims to have en-

gaged in a branch throwing war with Sasquatch from the spot where he was currently an-

chored.  He threw branches and Sasquatch threw limbs.  Of course this was the same guy who 

said that his cat steers the boat.  We did see a note in one of the older cruising guides that 

said to avoid the corner of some island, as there were reports of a Sasquatch family residing 

there.   

Crossing Queen Charlotte Sound, you really get the sense that you are headed “out there” until 

reaching Port Hardy for the fishing frenzy.  Big crowds of recreational fisherman were coming 

back to the docks with large quantities of huge fish.  Bald eagles were so thick around the 
(Continued on page 6) 
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docks that sea gulls did not approach.  Bull Harbor is the last good anchorage before round-

ing Cape Scott, where the Pacific Ocean is for real and we start the SE journey to reconnect 

with the Strait of Juan de Fuca.  It really is a wild and relatively untamed stretch of around 

300 miles, which brings me back to the title of this article, ”When cell phones don’t work.” 

Cell phones don’t work out there.  There are a few fishing villages and fewer very small 

towns where you can probably find a pay phone.  It’s different, and we found ourselves ex-

ploring a whole new communication medium (for us).  We discovered the world of single 

sideband or SSB.  While at the Poulsbo raft-up in early July, we spoke with club member Ken 

Greff of Adventuress notoriety; and who, at the time, had completed eight circumnavigations 

of Van Isle.   

He gave us some very useful hints about our upcoming adventure, including the times and 

frequencies of an SSB “net” of cruising folks from Seattle all the way up to Alaska.  It is a 

loose group of people and very expertly run.  We have an SSB, but had never really figured 

out how to use it.  Following very good advice from Larry Clark, we finally turned it on and 

tuned in.  I guess we were a little bashful because we just listened for a few nights.  Soon we 

started to feel an affinity with the boat names that we heard from.   

We listened to people a few weeks behind us, to people a few days in front of us and some 

folks who were on a whole different adventure.  They spoke of their locations, the weather 

where they were at, boat problems and stories of sailors that have been on the net in years 

past.  We were all sharing similar adventures and there was a true sense of kinship.  We 

(Kris) finally got the nerve to push the talk button and try to become a part the net.  Wow, it 

was pretty darn cool.  We were now part of a very unique community that had a very positive 

impact on the rest of our journey.   

The topper was when we finally hooked up with Ken and Kaye Greff in Barkely Sound.  For us 

there was a special camaraderie that would not have been possible without being a part of 

the SSB net.  We discovered a few glitches that need to be worked out.  We have several 

club members who are skilled in this means of long distance radio communication.  Dave 

Krause and Mike Thompson have tried to convince me that it is all about science, but I’m cer-

tain that it also involves some degree of witchcraft.  I think that SSB or Ham is a safety item 

that must be on the boat when you are “out there.”  It would also be good if it works and 

you know how to use it. 
 

Please come to the April dinner meeting when Ken Greff and I will give a presen-

tation on traveling around Vancouver Island.  Ken and Kaye have now completed 

nine circumnavigations and have a profound wealth of local knowledge.                             

Kirk Doyle 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Fred & Kathryn met ten years 
ago, with their eighth wed-
ding anniversary coming up 
this Spring.  They have two 
daughters, and one son from 
a previous marriage. 

Kathryn fares from upstate 
New York, and ended up in 
the Pacific Northwest via 
sunny California.   

Fred moved here in 1971 
from Minnesota after won-
dering why he’s living in the 
freezing cold winters and hot 
mosquito infested summers 
of the Midwest, when he 
could be living in the beauti-
ful environs of Puget Sound. 

Both Kathryn & Fred are very active in their community.  Kathryn has been a surgical 
nurse at Overlake Hospital for the last 18 years.  She spends her spare time as a 
member of Certified Emergency Response Team and the Medical Reserve Core a part 
of the emergency response division of the Public Health Reserve Core. 

Fred is a recreational marine insurance broker.  He is a member of Northwest Marine 
Trade Association working with the Marina and Boatyard Committee.  He is also an as-
sociate member of the Northwest Yacht Brokers Association.  He has served on the 
Issaquah City Council for eight years, was founding president of an environmental 
education group called Friends of the Issaquah Salmon Hatchery (FISH), founding 
President of a children’s museum in South Bellevue called KidsQuest Children’s Mu-
seum and is a member of the University District Rotary. 

Long term friends of Chris and Jewels, both are regulars of a semi-annual costume  
party held in the Issaquah area.   

As Chris Powell puts it, they are “showing significant creativity and daring in their cos-
tume choices.”  Welcome. 

Rear Commodore’s Corner   Rear Commodore’s Corner   Rear Commodore’s Corner   Rear Commodore’s Corner               By Joe BozickBy Joe BozickBy Joe BozickBy Joe Bozick 

A look into lives and passions of our new membersA look into lives and passions of our new membersA look into lives and passions of our new membersA look into lives and passions of our new members    

Fred and Kathryn Kempe Fred and Kathryn Kempe Fred and Kathryn Kempe Fred and Kathryn Kempe     
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Greetings Club Members   
  
Flash News:  Slips are being gobbled up at Kingston Cove Marina for the weekend of 
our June Dinner Dance (6/9/2012).  At last check, there were only a few slips 
left.  If you want a slip, please call the marina as soon as possible (360-297-3545).   
 
The June Dinner Dance  Planning Committee’s Creative Forces decided on  

 

as our theme for this year.  You simply cannot miss dressing as 
 

 either a super hero, comic book character, or cartoon character.  If you are not famil-
iar with the term Comicon, look it up (I had to).  There are so many fun possibilities!  
Wearing a costume to the June Dinner Dance this year will be easy. 
 

Additional accessory costume supplies will be available at the club house on Saturday 
if you need to augment what you have already created. Get that imagination flowing, 
people!  By the way, raffle tickets for extraordinary prizes will be handed out at the 
door to those in costume.  Let’s see how many superheroes we have in this club! 
 
Cost will remain $40.00 per person for another wonderful evening of food, goofy be-
havior and entertainment.   
Decorating needs to begin Saturday at noon and any help will most certainly be ap-
preciated.   Cocktails and appetizers will start at 5:00 PM with dinner around 6:30 PM.  
This year we are offering a delicious combination of surf and turf that may surprise 
you.  Along with the traditional wine and beer, and in tune with the theme, the club 
will be pouring its own version of a “Comic-cazi.”    
 
Our live band, called the “Dog Tones,” will start at 8:00 PM and wrap it up at midnight 
(what is the deal with that name anyway?). 
 
The importance of reserving your dinner spot in advance cannot be stressed enough.  
The number of people who attend will influence the amount of food we purchase.  Ex-
pect an Evite next month to confirm your reservation.  Please let us know how many 
dinners you will buy for yourself and guests. 
 
Deadline for the April issue of the Rudderpost is just before Yellowfest weekend.  You 
will hear about Yellowfest a-plenty, in the May issue.  To be continued. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Finally, SBYC is encouraging some events to involve young people.  The 

Burger Burn on May 19 is the best cruise of the year for that purpose.  Outdoor 
games and competitions are being planned to include all ages.  The SPECIAL BIG 
EVENT is a Treasure Hunt which is being covertly planned and detailed by the fa-
mous sleuth, Kirk.   
 

Put it on your calendar and bring your niece, nephew, grandchildren or young friend 
to join in exercise, battles, and investigations.               Mary Hanna Murphy, Cruise Chair 

 

SBYC 

JUNE 

DINNER  

DANCE  
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Charter  Sa i lboat  Wanted   
 
H i  boaters .   Be fo re  go ing  to  an  o f f i c i a l  boat  char te r ing  en ter -
p r i se ,  I  thought  I ’d  o f fe r  members  o f  the  c lub-an  oppor tun i ty  
to  have  a  coup le  o f  month ’s  pa id -up moorage .  
I  and  my ex-boat  par tne r,  Ron Anderson ,  w i l l  pay  up to  $1000 
to  use  your  boat  to  go  c ru i s ing  in  Puge t  Sound  fo r  a  week to  
10 days  in  the  l a t te r  par t  o f  Ju l y.   We are  bo th  very  exper i -
enced  sa i lo rs ,  and w i l l  be  in  US wate rs .   We  are  lean ing  to -
wards  South  Sound ,  as  ne i the r  o f  us  has  spent  much t ime 
the re .   Contac t  me @ 425-351-1398 or  
sharkey75@comcas t .com.  Thanks ,   M ike  Spear  
 
 
 
Got  Charts?  
 
I  want  your  unwanted  Naut i ca l  Char ts ,  p re fe rab l y  Canad ian  o r  
Admi ra l ty,  o r  o ld  maps .  I  need them for  an a r t  p ro jec t .   
P lease  contac t  me  i f  you have  any  maps  or  char t s  that  a re 
look ing  fo r  a  new home.  
Thanks !   Nancy K i ck  ( t reasurer@sh i l sho le -bayyc .o rg)  

Members’ ClassifiedMembers’ ClassifiedMembers’ ClassifiedMembers’ Classified     
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          T h e  R UDDERPOST  T h e  R UDDERPOST  is published online in color by Shilshole Bay Yacht 
Club September – June, and distributed electronically and posted to our web site.  It 
is distributed by mail in black & white by request.  The mailed version may be limited 
to 10 pages in size.    

     The Rudderpost Bu l l e t i n  B u l l e t i n  is published electronically in July & August.   

     For guidelines for writers and editors, contact vicecommodore@shilshole-
bayyc.org.  The club is a volunteer club.  Your submissions are encouraged.  Edit 
and verify your content before submission, per guidelines.  Size of finished newsletter 
is limited.   

     Publication date is the first Monday following the Board Meeting, unless otherwise 
arranged. To submit your reports, photos, news, or recipes, send to Rudder-
post@shilshole-bayyc.org by Noon of the first Saturday of the month.   

     For club information and contacts, race results, and to register for events, please 
visit www.shilshole-bayyc.org.        

2442 NW Market St, Box 98 

Seattle WA 98107 


